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Jason Clayworth Receives LWVIA 
Defending Democracy Award 
By Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Board Member 

At the LWVIA virtual council meeting on June 6, Jason 
Clayworth, investigative reporter for the Des Moines Register, 
received the first annual Defending Democracy Award. 
Clayworth received this honor from League for his 
investigation into Iowa’s flawed felon database. Bonnie Pitz, 
member of the LWVIA board and Criminal and Juvenile 

(Continued on page 2)

THE VOTER 
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.
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New Voters 

The League of Women Voters of 
Linn County recently registered 
new voters at a peaceful protest 
in Cedar Rapids. 

Member Breanna Oxley was 
excited to report that they 
registered over 170 new voters in 
one day! 

This is a great example of how to 
educate our citizens and ensure 
they make their voices heard with 
their votes! 

(Continued from page 1) 

Justice Committee, presented the award. 

LWVIA has a long history of advocacy regarding Iowa’s 
sentencing and corrections system. In 2003, Karen Person and 
JoAnn Finkenbinder chaired a League study on Iowa’s 
sentencing and corrections systems that led to our current 
sentencing position. They formed League’s Criminal and 
Juvenile Justice Committee 15 years ago to advocate for those 
positions. This committee, currently chaired by Myrna Loehrlein, 
is thriving and continuing advocacy for automatic restoration of 
voting eligibility for individuals with felony convictions in Iowa. 

Starting in January 2019, Clayworth wrote a series of extensive 
articles about Iowa’s flawed felon voter list for the Register. His 
work found that the felon voter database from the Secretary of 
State’s office used by county auditors had been disqualifying 
legitimate voters for years. His articles highlighted individuals 
who were shocked to learn they were on the list, and his review 
showed only a partial list of counties in Iowa. Clayworth’s 
investigation examined the rejected provisional ballots from six 
counties: Polk, Warren, Dallas, Story, Linn, and Johnson. At least 
20 people had provisional ballots that were rejected.  

The work that Clayworth did on this led the Iowa Secretary of 
State to scrap the flawed felon voter database list and start fresh. 
Currently the Secretary of State’s office is following a six step 
verification process that it hopes to complete before the 
November 2020 general election. 

One of League’s core principles is to protect every citizen’s right 
to vote. Clayworth’s work is a classic illustration of how our free 
press defends democracy. LWVIA honors Clayworth for his 
specific work into the previously unknown assault on our 
democracy. League also pays homage to all journalists during 
this COVID-19 pandemic, many whom have been laid off or on 
furlough due to decreased revenues. Many newspapers have 
had to make cuts in spending, and several newspapers have 
needed to close. 

A free press is fundamental in the functioning of our democracy. 
The League wishes to salute them all. 
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President’s Address at the LWVIA 2020 Council 
by Terese Grant, LWVIA President  

Before our normal lives fell apart, we had a pretty good year 
with the League. Last summer we celebrated local Leagues in 
Grinnell with our Local Leagues Rock Workshop. In the fall, local 
Leagues registered voters and held candidate forums. We had a 
wonderful issues briefing last October with two dynamic 
legislators: Senator Carrie Koelker and Representative Heather 
Matson. At the beginning of the legislative session, we sent our 
People Powered Fair Maps Campaign postcards encouraging 
our senators and representatives not to make any changes in 
the way Iowa does redistricting, and they did not. We went to 
Des Moines for Capitol Day. And the best of all was the kick-off 
event for the 19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration in 
Ames on February 14. That was an incredible beginning to what 
would have been a year-long celebration. 

Then stay-at-home orders took effect and our plans had to be 
postponed or greatly altered. But the work of the League 
continues. We are still promoting participation in the 2020 
Census in our communities. We have accepted to participate in 
a grant to promote the Equal Rights Amendment and 
encourage everyone to contact our two U.S. Senators and 
request their support in extending the deadline for the ERA. Our 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee has been working 
hard to restore voting rights to felons. 

But we have so much more to do. The Primary Election in Iowa 
took place in June, and our Secretary of State Paul Pate did an 
admirable thing by sending out absentee ballot request forms 
to all registered voters to help ensure needed safety for 
elections. With the Iowa Secretary of State not being permitted 
to do that again this fall, we will need to step up and work with 
other organizations to make sure that all precautions for safety 
are in place for the November election. 

As I mentioned, we have been promoting participation in the 
Census because our numbers determine funding for a variety of 
federal programs. Also, the data from the 2020 Census 
determines how the congressional maps as well as legislative 
maps for Iowa will be drawn. But, because the Census has been 
delayed due to the virus, the data that is used to draw these 

(Continued on page 4) 

Absentee ballot requests for the 
November 3rd General Election 
are now available! 

Learn about requesting an 
absentee ballot so you may vote 
safely from home: https://
voterready.iowa.gov  

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
upon us, voting absentee from 
the comfort and safety of home is 
the best option. 

 

2020 Census 

More than one million Iowa 
households have responded to 
the 2020 Census, but we still have 
work to do to get a full and 
accurate count.  

The Iowa response rate is at 
67.8% - now ranked in fourth 
place and tied with Nebraska.  

Go to the 2020census.gov 
website to respond if you haven’t 
yet. Encourage your family and 
friends to do the same.

http://2020census.gov
http://2020census.gov
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Important Dates 

Tuesday, September 8th 
Special County, City, School, and 
Community College Election Day 

Monday, October 5th  
First Day of Absentee Voting for 

the General Election 

Monday, October 19th  
Worry-Free Postmark Day for the 

General Election 

Saturday, October 24th 
Pre-registration Deadline for the 

General Election 

Monday, November 2nd 
Absentee Ballot In-Person 

Deadline for the General Election  

Tuesday, November 3rd 
General Election Day 

Polls open from 7:00 a.m. until 
9:00 p.m.  

Absentee ballots may be 
delivered to the county auditor 

until 9:00 p.m. 

Source: voterready.iowa.gov 

(Continued from page 3) 

maps will also be delayed. We are not sure yet just what this will 
mean for the state of Iowa. We will need to monitor the situation 
very carefully. 

These are just a few of the outside issues to deal with, but the 
League in Iowa is dealing with internal ones as well. As you 
know, the board has begun an analysis where we are examining 
our Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats (S.W.O.T.) 
as an organization. It is generally agreed that the League is a 
well-respected organization with a great history of 
accomplishments. But, our members are aging and we are not 
nearly diverse enough to be viable in the next 100 years. We 
recognize a need to be more visible on social media and to 
partner with many like-minded organizations. We need to 
fundraise in order to have the necessary resources to accomplish 
our goals. And there is a lot more that we have discovered about 
ourselves as well. We are doing some serious work in 
developing plans to become a stronger, more dynamic and a 
better known organization here in Iowa in the future.  

But there are still many challenges in our work both external and 
internal. Before the pandemic took over our everyday lives, there 
were already many problems in this country. The political 
divisions have created an Us and Them that is hard to avoid. And 
now we face a new crisis and a need to work on overcoming the 
racism that permeates our country. As an organization 
committed to democracy, we are called to speak out against all 
forms of racism. The national League of Women Voters came out 
with this statement: 

I certainly don’t have the solutions to these issues and problems 
that face us. That’s where you come in. I challenge all of you to 
work with the members of your local Leagues, your 
communities, and with the state board to defend democracy in 
every way you can, because this we know: Hard Won. Not Done.  
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Pre-Order Your Book Today!  
By Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer and author of And They Persisted...A Century of Impact by Iowa Leagues 

FINALLY! And They Persisted...A Century of Impact by Iowa Leagues is about to go to the printer, so we 
can begin selling copies for a September arrival. The softcover book is over 300 pages in length, with 
plus-90 photos/cartoons/graphics and eleven appendices. The twelve chapters are entitled: 

Stepping up to the Challenge...Preserving “One Person, One Vote” 

In the Beginning...The First Women’s Rights Advocates, Followed by the Suffrage Movement 

Hard Won...The Nineteenth Amendment Becomes a Reality 

Remember the Gentlemen...The Men who Supported Women’s Suffrage 

From Victory to the Informed Voter...the Formation of the National League of Women Voters 

From Citizenship Schools to Environmental Activism...The League of Women Voters of Iowa 

Taking Action...Advocacy and Lobbying 

Getting ‘er Done...the Legislation the League has Worked to Pass 

Taking on the City and the County...Study and Action of Local Leagues 

“Where, Oh Where, Have All the Flowers Gone?”...Former Local Leagues 

“Neither Snow nor Rain nor Heat nor Gloom of Night Stays These Couriers”...the League’s Voter Service 
Activities 

Not Done...Future Challenges for the League 

Pre-Order Today! 
Only $27.50 
(includes tax and delivery) 
To purchase online, go to www.lwvia.org, scroll to the bottom and 
click on the Donate button.  

To pay by check, send your check made payable to the 
LWVIA Education Fund to: 
605 Larch Lane, Iowa City, IA 52245. 
Please include your full name, along with mailing and email 
addresses with your mailed payment. 
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LWVUS Convention 2020 Overview 
By Karen Person, Observer at LWVUS Convention (non-voting) 

So this was the first “virtual” convention for League of Women Voters hosted on Zoom. It was a difficult 
decision for the LWVUS Board and CEO Virginia Case as much time and money had been invested in 
planning the actual convention that was to have taken place in D.C. But, of course, safety of delegates 
and attendees was the primary factor in deciding to switch gears to virtual. And despite a few time 
delays and trouble with getting hands lowered between votes, the virtual format worked fairly well. And 
did I mention that our own Dr. Deborah Ann Turner became the new president for LWVUS? What a 
feather in our cap! Congratulations to Deb! 

Per Member Payment (PMP) is always a concern for League members as most of us are not crazy about 
dues increasing, especially since most of our membership dues goes to state and national Leagues with 
little left over for local League work. Good news! The budget was adopted as presented with no 
increase in PMP; it will remain at $32 per member for the next two years. The financial situation for 
League was in good shape, though there was some concern that the COVID-19 pandemic will lead to a 
20% decrease in anticipated income.   

Some other things to know about Convention 2020: 
 - Norah O’Donnell, anchor of the CBS Evening News, gave the keynote address. 
 - Program included retaining all current LWVUS positions. 
 - The Campaign for Making Democracy Work® will include voting rights, improving elections,          
 campaign finance/money in politics, and redistricting. 
 - The Board also proposed continuing work on urgent issues: Climate Change, the Equal Rights  
 Amendment, Health Care, Gun Safety, and Immigration. 
 - A Federal Public Lands position was adopted by concurrence from New Mexico LWV. 

Two Resolutions on racial justice passed: 
 We Resolve First, That the League advocates against systemic racism in the justice system and, 
at a minimum, to prevent excessive force and brutality by law enforcement.  We also call for prompt 
actions by all League members to advocate within every level of government to eradicate systemic 
racism, and the harm that it causes; and, 
  We Resolve Second, That the League help our elected officials and all Americans recognize 
these truths to be self-evident; that Black people and all people of color deserve equal protection 
under the law; and that we demand solutions for the terrible wrongs done to Black people and all 
people of color across the nation so that, regardless of race, racial mixture, ethnicity, religion, 
disabilities, gender or sexual orientation we may truly become a nation “indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all.”  

One of the caucuses was about the Youth Voter Movement, a project by several California local Leagues 
to empower students through voter registration of high school and college students. They have an 
excellent Voter Registration Drive Toolkit that, with some effort, could be adapted to reflect Iowa voter 
registration laws. Check out the website: https://youthvotermovement.org 
The end of the convention included the announcement that the 55th Biennial National Convention in 
2022 will be in Denver, CO. Here is a link to the Convention website for more info:  
https://www.lwv.org/2020Convention
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Twitter Workshop 

Our Communications 
Coordinator Melissa Gesing will 
be holding a Twitter for 
Beginners Workshop: 

Monday, July 27, 2020 

7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Via Zoom 

Email Melissa at 
lwviowa@gmail.com if you are 
interested in joining this 
workshop. 

Why should you learn about and 
use Twitter? 

- It is one of the largest social 
networks on the internet. 

- It is FREE! 

- Provide and receive news in 
real time. 

- Communicate quickly. 

- Twitter is a key news gathering 
channel for journalists. 

- Have direct access to influential 
people. 

- Get your message in front of a 
highly engaged audience. 

- It is fun to tweet! 

  

MLD (Membership Leadership Development) 
Grow Me 
By Mary Ann Nelson, Grow Me - MLD Chair 

Connecting leagues with other leagues throughout the state is 
so important as we join our efforts to defend democracy. With 
the election looming and voting rights being challenged, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our environment in peril, and women’s 
and racial issues coming to the forefront as well as so many 
other issues, our initiatives are so needed.  

On the third Monday of each month, you can join the Zoom 
meeting with the opportunity to make contacts and be informed 
about what is occurring throughout the state. You may enter the 
conversation and have your voice heard, ask questions, or 
simply listen.  

Each month a different local league or topic is highlighted. 
Please ask Terese Grant or myself for a Zoom invitation if you are 
not already on the list. 

Upcoming meetings: 

July 20  7:00 PM Convention review 
    Open discussion 

August 17 3:30 PM Host: Black Hawk – Bremer 

September 21  7:00 PM Host: Jasper 

October 19  3:30 PM Host: Sioux City 

November 16  7:00 PM Election in review 

December No call  Winter Break 

Email me with any questions: mrsmanelson@gmail.com 

mailto:lwviowa@gmail.com
mailto:lwviowa@gmail.com
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Four organizations assist LWVIA with ERA passage  
By Doris Kelley, 19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration Chair, ERA Chair 

Five Iowa-based organizations are collaborating to encourage Republican Senators Charles Grassley 
and Joni Ernst to vote “yes” on Senate Joint Resolution 6, which would remove the original Equal Rights 
Amendment ratification deadline and permit ERA to become law. The non-partisan and not-for-profit 
organizations supporting the ERA passage include American Association of University Women of Iowa, 
Business and Professional Women of Iowa, Iowa Commission on the Status of Women, League of 
Women Voters of Iowa, and NEXUS Executive Women’s Alliance. 

The Commonwealth of Virginia became the 38th state to ratify the ERA in January of 2020.  
Subsequently, on Feb. 13, the House of Representatives passed H.J. Res. 79, which removed the 1982 
original deadline. Passage of the ERA now rests in the hands of the Senate. 

The ERA was first introduced to Congress in 1923 and passed 49 years later (1972) as follows: “equality 
of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on account 
of sex.” The ERA sought to end the distinctions between genders in matters of divorce, property, 
employment, and other legal issues. Despite gains for women’s rights, pervasive gender discrimination 
persists today in the form of wage disparities, sexual harassment, and violence. 

While 72 percent of Americans incorrectly believe the ERA is already included in the Constitution, 
passage of the ERA is supported by 94 percent of citizens. Sen. Grassley voted “aye” on ERA in 1972 
while serving in the Iowa House of Representatives (Iowa was the 4th state to ratify the ERA) and Sen. 
Ernst was the first female elected Senator to represent Iowans at the Capitol. 

The LWVIA is the lead organization on the ERA initiative.  Serving on the ERA-related committee include 
Terese Grant, Nancy Halvorson, Doris Kelley and Jean McMenimen. 
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Oh So Close! 
By Myrna Loehrlein, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee Chair 

The good work all of you have been doing the past couple of months on the amendment to restore felon 
voting eligibility came oh so close to fruition. But it was not to be. Just hours before the Senate planned to take 
up approval of the amendment, the Governor announced that she would consider language for an Executive 
Order to restore voting eligibility to convicted persons. That was enough to immediately stop any action the 
Senate had planned. 

Watch for the Executive Order Governor Reynolds has committed to writing. It will almost certainly include the 
carve outs and restrictions this year’s legislature would have demanded. But the Governor has reiterated her 
support for a constitutional amendment. We still have a chance for an amendment without exclusions or 
restrictions. The requirement for full victim restitution could be tested in court and found unconstitutional. There 
is much yet to be decided. 

If you haven’t already sent an email to the Governor to urge her earliest action, now is the time. 
(governor.iowa.gov.) Once the order happens, we in League will need to go into high gear to help up to  
60,000 (!) new voters learn about candidates, how elections work, and get registered. 

As we look forward to another constitutional amendment effort, much work and several years are ahead of us. 
But LWV has definitely had long hauls before. “And still she persisted.” 

LWVIA sent more than 700 messages to the legislature and the governor on this topic. This is a phenomenal 
amount. Kudos to every writer. If you didn’t write, you will have more opportunities – don’t let them slide by. This 
is good work, and we are doing it well. 

CJJC is in the process of establishing priorities for 2020-2021. We will keep you informed. 

The League Takes Action 
By Terese Grant, LWVIA President 

During this year’s legislative session, members of the League of Women Voters were active in contacting our 
legislators on a variety of issues. In particular were the several threats to voting rights. One important issue that 
needed action was the restoration of voting rights to felons. The other was legislation that threatened to restrict 
absentee voting rights. We asked members to contact the Governor and we are grateful for all of those who 
did. Governor Reynolds recently signed an amendment attached to the omnibus continuing budget bill that we 
were strongly against. While Governor Reynolds signed the legislation, we will stay vigilant in ensuring that 
voters have access to absentee voting and vote safely in the upcoming election.  

The letter that the LWVIA Board sent to the Governor is printed on the following page. 
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Local Leagues Rock 
By Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer 

For the first in a series of articles about Iowa local Leagues, we begin with the League of Women Voters of Sioux 
City. Their president Dagna Simmons shared with the 2020 Council Meeting three interesting activities that her 
League had been involved in. 

The first was their League involvement over many years in the Sioux City Mayor’s Youth Commission with this 
mission statement: ...to explore, communicate, and provide for the needs, problems, issues, and activities 
affecting the city’s youth. To that end, the Commission partners with the League to involve sixteen-year-olds in 
forums – candidate and legislative. The students many times are asked to submit questions for the forum panel 
participants, and even ask those questions at the forums. And, the students frequently serve as timers or ushers 
along with League members. What a great way to involve high schoolers in the political process and to 
introduce them to part of the work of the League. 

Two other League sponsored activities could be replicated in your community. This local League sponsored 
recently The Electoral College – Varying Views – a community event attended by over 100 to hear opposing 
views of the invited speakers. Such an event could be partnered with a community read of Wegman’s Let the 
People Pick the President and Ross’s Why we Need the Electoral College. 

Their other activity was a voting simulation for 7th grade students as part of a three-day event at Sioux City 
middle schools entitled My Life My Choices. The League designed a voting booth and students were given 
differing identities as voters, with some of the students having identities that disqualified them for voting, i.e. 
not registered, no photo ID card and no other proof of identity, lack of verification of change of address, and 
having a record of previous incarceration for a felony. This simulation could be altered to illustrate historic Jim 
Crow laws that required people of voting age to pass a literacy test, pay a poll tax, or have a grandfather who 
could vote. 

The League of Women Voters of Sioux City also participated in various 19th Amendment Commemoration 
activities prior to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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New Member-at-Large Nancy Lund, Nora Springs, Iowa* (north central Iowa 
near the Minnesota border) 
By Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer 

Nancy is a Child Support Recovery Officer for the Bureau of Collections within the Iowa Department of Human 
Services, which means she works to enforce Iowa child support laws across varying states where parents may 
have relocated to. Formerly she was the director of a child care center while raising four children, all of whom 
are grown and have produced twelve grandchildren, ages 2 to 12, for Nancy and her husband to enjoy. 
Nancy’s father was a journalist and she grew up in the midst of a lot of political discussion, with an emphasis on 
the power of the vote. She served 13 years on her community’s school board, six years of that time involved in 
the consolidation of three school districts across four counties – much planning and collaboration, which is what 
League members do all the time! 

Nancy did have some joyous times as a school board member: working to include voter registration within the 
high school government class and being able to hand out diplomas at graduation, especially to her three 
youngest children. 

Her current interest in joining the League as a MAL is to be active in voter service activities in her area: 
registering individuals to vote, particularly new citizens and young people; encouraging voting through public 
education on issues; and working for the expansion of voting rights for former felons. Nancy also feels that 
Election Day should be a holiday, which could increase voter participation. 

Though Nancy lives in a small community of less than 1500 people, she has a big agenda already and none of 
us have even asked her to take on a League job, a typical occurrence for new League members! We welcome 
you, Nancy, and look forward to assisting you in accomplishing some of your goals for your community. 

*Nora Springs lays on the Shell Rock River, part of the Mississippi River watershed and named for the fossil 
shells found along its banks. It is an unusual community since it straddles two counties – Cerro Gordo and 
Floyd. It is known for its Buffalo Days the end of June with various family activities, including inflatable rides on 
the river. 
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