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President’s Message 
By Terese Grant, LWVIA President 

“Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.” Our mission 
statement has taken on an urgency today as we all prepare 
for the upcoming election in November. In spite of the 
Coronavirus pandemic, we see attempts at every turn in 
making voting more difficult, rather than making it easier for 
Iowans this year. Unfortunately, Iowa is not the only state 
where barriers have been created for voting. In addition to 
the restrictions that have been put into place, there is also the 
element of confusion that voters have about absentee voting. 

(Continued on page 2)

THE VOTER 
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
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Empowering Voters 

The League of Women Voters of 
Metro Des Moines has been 
registering and educating voters 
throughout the community using 
their Voter Mobile vehicle. 

They also held an informative 
virtual session titled “Democracy 
in the Time of Covid-19.” 

(Continued from page 1) 

There are questions about all of the absentee ballot request 
forms they are receiving. They are also facing the anxiety of not 
knowing if their ballots, once filled out and mailed, will arrive at 
the Auditor’s office in time to be counted. 

The second issue is our Democracy that has been undermined 
and threatened in so many ways. The partisan divisions that we 
currently have are creating an Us versus Them mentality that is 
not healthy for the survival of our nation. We need to elect 
candidates who will work for the betterment of the people 
rather than their parties. We have also seen the influence of 
money in our politics that is corrupting the system. Voters will 
need to demand a return to a government that works for 
everyone and not just the wealthy few. 

The work of the League of Women Voters has never been more 
important and especially now during a pandemic. What we do 
now, not only has an unprecedented urgency, but we must find 
new ways of reaching out to inform voters. The local Leagues 
have been very innovative in registering and educating Iowans 
in the voting process this year. They are holding Candidate 
Forums virtually, since in person gatherings are not possible. 
They have created documents to explain when, where, and how 
to request an absentee ballot and also how to vote. It has been a 
challenge, but the local Leagues have continued to do what they 
have always done and more. 

We need to encourage everyone to have a plan on how he/she 
is going to vote. We spend a great deal of our time cultivating 
the new voter, but we must not forget to encourage the long 
time voter that their votes do indeed matter. The LWV is 
suggesting that people have a virtual “voting event” where 
participants fill out their absentee ballots together. We need to 
encourage our friends, family, and community to educate 
themselves on the candidates by attending candidate forums, 
reading newspaper articles, listening to interviews, going to 
websites such as VOTE411, or whatever reliable resources are 
available. 

This year, all members of the League of Women Voters of Iowa 
need to make a personal commitment to do everything possible 
to make sure that they Empower Voters and Defend Democracy. 
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League Signs Up for the Census 
Census Committee, League of Women Voter of Johnson County 

The 2020 decennial census has faced many challenges, from court 
cases to the pandemic. And we know the census is critical to fair 
representation in our governing bodies and to the financial soundness 
of our cities, counties, school districts, and many social programs. So 
the League of Women Voters through a collaboration of the LWVIA, 
LWV of Johnson County (LWVJC), and the City of Iowa City designed, 
produced, and distributed 200 yard signs and 100 posters in the Iowa 
City area to remind and encourage people to Be Counted and respond 
to the Census questionnaire. Because lower income people, people of 
color, and immigrant communities are often undercounted, special 
effort was made to ensure areas with possible concentrations of these 
populations were covered. 

Design work for the final signs derived from work done by the LWVIA 
and Grinnell League for a brochure and was then modified for a yard 
sign by the daughter of one of our LWVJC members. Funding from the 
LWVIA Census Grant was supplemented by the City of Iowa City 
through their Complete Count efforts to cover the $2,300 cost to 
produce the signs and posters. The posters were distributed by the 
Iowa City Downtown District to downtown businesses in the heart of 
the University of Iowa campus; signs can be found throughout the 
remainder of Iowa City with special emphasis in the South District 
Neighborhood. 

In addition to the signage, the Johnson County Interfaith Coalition 
(JCIC) in collaboration with the LWVJC has created the following 
Census video for your viewing. This video is provided in English, 
Spanish, and Arabic. Census video in English: 
https://youtu.be/SBWDgJrjhaQ 

Many thanks to Karin Franklin and Susan Craig for signage 
organization, design and production work, as well as Eleanor Levin, 
Linda Schreiber, and Gaylen Wobeter for sign distribution - all of whom 
are members of LWVJC. It is our hope that this reminder of how easy 
and important it is to respond to the Census questionnaire boosts the 
numbers for participation in our area. 

Absentee ballot requests for the 
November 3rd General Election 
are available, and ballots will be 
mailed beginning on October 
5th! 

Track your absentee ballot here: 
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/
absenteeballotstatus/absentee/
search. 

 

2020 Census 

Over 99% of housing units have 
been accounted for in the 2020 
Census as of October 2nd, with 
32.5% counted by census takers 
and other field data collection 
operations, and 66.6% of housing 
units responding online, by 
phone or by mail. 

Go to the 2020census.gov 
website to respond if you haven’t 
yet. Encourage your family and 
friends to do the same.

https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/absenteeballotstatus/absentee/search
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/absenteeballotstatus/absentee/search
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/absenteeballotstatus/absentee/search
http://2020census.gov
https://youtu.be/SBWDgJrjhaQ
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Important Dates 

Monday, October 5th  
First Day of Absentee Voting for 

the General Election 

Monday, October 19th  
Worry-Free Postmark Day for the 

General Election 

Saturday, October 24th 
Pre-registration Deadline for the 

General Election 

Monday, November 2nd 
Absentee Ballot In-Person 

Deadline for the General Election  

Tuesday, November 3rd 
General Election Day 

Polls open from 7:00 a.m. until 
9:00 p.m.  

Absentee ballots may be 
delivered to the county auditor 

until 9:00 p.m. 

Source: voterready.iowa.gov 

Local Leagues Rock 
By Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer 

Wow! Are the Leaguers in southeast Iowa busy! Here are some of what 
they have on their schedule for this fall. 

Viva Ottumwa! - an annual celebration, usually with music, dancing, 
prizes, and food, that was held virtually this year via Facebook on 
September 20th from 7-9 p.m. The League usually has a presence at this 
event, primarily registering voters. This year a radio interview of League 
President Mary Stewart was a part of the virtual event, an interview on 
voter registration and absentee voting, along with the importance of the 
census. The interview will also be aired frequently in the weeks prior to 
the election. 

In regard to voter service activities: Their candidate forum this year will 
be broadcast via the local radio station. Registering high school seniors 
is going on in three school districts in their area, where discussions of 
absentee voting will also be held. These Leaguers are working hard to 
locate residents in assisted living facilities to help those registered to 
vote fill out absentee ballot request forms. 

A series of articles on the 19th Amendment have run in local 
newspapers and there is a suffrage display at their local museum that 
runs through the end of 2020. League members have free tickets for the 
museum to give away to community members. 

And, if that isn’t enough activity for this small, but energetic League, 
they have also provided census materials throughout three communities 
in three different counties! 

Photos above were taken pre-Covid. 

On left: Ottumwa Library Director and LWV Ottumwa member Sonja 
Ferrell, Laura Keyes as Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Dr. Rick Warren, LWV 
Ottumwa President Mary Stewart 

On right: A future Leaguer! 



Fall 2020 Volume 795

5

Meet our LWVIA Local League Membership Chairs 
We wanted to know: 
“What brought you to LWV?” 
“What are you doing as Membership Chair?” 
“What should LWVIA be doing to foster local membership?” 
Read on to learn more about our local League Membership Chairs, their projects, and vision for the 
future of LWVIA. 

Judy Jones, LWV Ames/Story County 
Judy is retired from a thirteen year position at the State Library in Des Moines and has been on the 
Ames/Story County Membership Committee for five years. She updates the data files on Membership, 
sends the welcome letter to new members, and directs them to the local interest survey. Voter 
Registration events and the LWV Ames/Story County Speakers Bureau have been the mainstays of 
Membership outreach. 

Pat Harper, LWV Black Hawk - Bremer Counties 
Pat has been a member of the League of Women Voters of Black Hawk - Bremer Counties since 1992. 
She joined because a friend and supporter invited her to become a member. At the time, she was a 
member of the Iowa Legislature, and had over twenty years of experience in active partisan politics. The 
mission of the LWV appealed to her. Now as membership chair for LWVBHB, she knows this is the prime 
reason that many join us. They are interested in voter registration, voter education, and nonpartisan issue 
advocacy. To build our membership we need to invite friends and colleagues to join us and help us carry 
out our mission. Sometimes you’ll need to invite them more than once. 

Janet Durham and Lara Goedken, LWV Dubuque 
Janet has been a SHIPP Counselor at Mercy Hospital in Dubuque. She has been the long-time 
Membership Chair in Dubuque and ready to relinquish her duties to someone else. She finds it difficult 
to keep members engaged, especially in this age of Zoom. 
Tam Prenosil (President and active in Membership) is very hands on within her League, making certain 
that committees are staying active. The Membership Committee is at a time of transition so she is making 
certain that Membership is a priority in the Dubuque League. 

Sheree Andrews, LWV Grinnell 
Sheree is new to the position of Membership Chair. She currently is working from home (WFH) and from 
office as a Hospice Social Worker for Unity Point. Sheree responded “yes” when asked to join and is 
getting to know her Board of Directors. Voting Rights is the issue of importance to her. 

Jeanne Bancroft, LWV Johnson County, Iowa 
Jeanne is a retired educator living in Coralville. She worked as a science educator with learners and 
teachers at all levels and retired from the University of Iowa in Spring 2020. Jeanne joined the LWVJC 
after their Fall 2019 Reception and participated in voter registration drives and poll watching. Her interest 
in 2020 is vote by mail and absentee voting education. She finds maintaining the membership database 
to be tedious. Jeanne recommends a membership interest survey to be sent to all members. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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(Continued from page 5) 
Raven Hollenhorst and Eric Puryear, LWV Johnson County - Davenport 
Raven has worked very enthusiastically to form a League in Davenport with the support of the Johnson 
County League. She is finding it difficult to recruit members during the time of the election with so many 
people interested in putting their energy into their partisan candidates. She also serves on the LWVIA 
board. Eric Puryear, who is a lawyer, has joined forces with Raven in Davenport. For his part, he enjoys 
technology in general, and his B.S. degree is in computer science. 

Kelzye Bedwell, LWV Linn County 
Being membership chair for LWV Linn County is a new endeavor for Kelzye this year. She also works for 
Horizons Family Services in Cedar Rapids and as a younger member has been very enthusiastic in her 
work in the League. 

Jane Carlson, LWV Linn County - Mount Vernon 
Jane has been a long time member of the League. She was part of the Mount Vernon League previously 
and was pleased when they could connect with Cedar Rapids as part of the Linn County League. She is 
looking forward to the installation of the Dale Merrill sculpture that Linn County League will be placing 
beside the Mount Vernon Library for the celebration of the city’s 100th birthday. 

Mel Steckel, LWV Muscatine 
Mel has been a member of the League in Muscatine for at least 14 years. She first belonged to Business 
and Professional Women and also joined the League for more opportunities to work on legislative 
issues. She enjoys working on local voter registration and candidate forums. Her current President and 
Program Planning Committee have done a fantastic job to hold studies and programs that keep 
members and the community informed and engaged. 

Hannah Olson, LWV Metro Des Moines 
We are so lucky to have Hannah taking on a leadership role in helping to increase our membership. It is 
with young, enthusiastic members that we can continue our mission of empowering voters and 
defending democracy. 

Sarah Sels and Jean Deall, LWV Ottumwa 
Sarah is interested in helping with the membership and would like to see League have membership 
cards. Jean has been a longtime member of the League. What she most enjoys are the qualities of the 
women with whom she has planned projects, membership efforts, and candidate/legislative forums. She 
is looking for ways to make League relevant in the future to prospective members and after the election. 

Carolyn Goodwin, LWV Sioux City 
Carolyn is a retired educator, having taught in a range of positions, from secondary education to Head 
Start, to a special partnership between a disability workshop and the school district to retiring as the 
Sioux City West High Head Counselor in 2008. She joined League because of a leadership conference 
she attended while in college that was partially led by LWV Dallas members. Carolyn has served all 
offices except for Treasurer since joining League in the early 1980s. She does follow up to interested 
prospective members via social media, letters, and phone calls. 

LWV Jasper County had no named chair at the time of publication. 
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Registering Voters 

League of Women Voters Johnson 
County registered 19 new voters 
during an afternoon at the Pedestrian 
Mall in downtown Iowa City: 

League of Women Voters of Sioux 
City has a voter registration drive 
taking place at the Save A Lot 
grocery store in Sioux City: 

League of Women Voters of Black 
Hawk-Bremer Counties has been 
registering voters throughout their 
communities, and they help draw 
attention to their sites with one of 
these signs: 

MLD (Membership Leadership Development) 
Grow Me 
By Mary Ann Nelson, Grow Me - MLD Chair 

We will continue our statewide Grow Me Zoom meetings on the 
third Monday of each month, alternating between 3:30 p.m. and 
7:00 p.m. If you are not on the list that receives the monthly 
invitation and desire one, please let me know. All members in 
the state are invited to join these meetings.  

Our conversations have been interesting and informative. It is a 
great way to connect with other local Leagues from across the 
state of Iowa. LWVIA President Terese Grant often participates in 
the meetings and answers questions.  

Each month a different local league or topic is highlighted. This 
year we are also staying updated on the 19th Amendment 
Centennial Commemoration activities, many of which have been 
postponed until 2021. 

Upcoming meetings: 

October 19 3:30 p.m. Get Out the Vote (GOTV) 
    Candidate Forums 

November 16 7:00 p.m. Evaluating 2020 Efforts 

December No call   Winter Break 
  
January 18 3:30 p.m. Host: Black Hawk – Bremer 

February 15  7:00 p.m. Host: Jasper 

March 15  3:30 p.m. Host: Sioux City 

April 19  7:00 p.m. Ottumwa 

May 17  3:30 p.m. Year End Summary 

Email me with any questions: mrsmanelson@gmail.com 
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And They Persisted...A Century of Impact by Iowa Leagues has 
gone to press! 
By Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer and author of And They Persisted...A Century of Impact by Iowa 
Leagues 

The 304-page book with 100 photos/cartoons/graphics is being printed this month, after three and one-
half years of work by a lot of dedicated Leaguers and some very talented worker bees! The front (our 
history) and back (our future) covers are pictured below. 

The books should be back by the end of the month, at which time the Book Distribution Team (Johnson 
County Leaguers Miriam, Nancy, Polly, and I) will get to work, rewarded periodically with chocolate chip 
cookies, and if late in the day, a glass or two of wine! 

If you purchased a book, it will be hand-delivered, depending on your location, or mailed. Books for 
libraries and high school social studies departments will be hand-delivered by some gracious local 
League members (Thanks much!), mailed, or sent via AEA van mail. 

We have ordered plenty of books, so if you haven’t ordered one yet, you still can by sending a check 
for $27.50 made out to the LWVIA Education Fund to me at 605 Larch Lane, Iowa City, IA 52245, or by 
using the PayPal button on our website www.lwvia.org.  

http://www.lwvia.org
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Far From Done 
By Myrna Loehrlein, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee Chair 

The Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee celebrated the Governor’s executive order to restore voting rights 
to persons who have been convicted of a felony once they have completed incarceration, probation, parole, 
supervised release, or special sentence.  

But our work is far from done. The executive order could be changed by the governor at any moment. We need 
a constitutional amendment that simply eliminates the words “convicted of an infamous crime.” We will be 
working to that end in the upcoming legislative session. 

The committee worked tirelessly and is grateful for the extensive and persistent action of many LWVIA members 
during the crucial moments of the restoration debate in 2020. All in all, we sent nearly 900 messages to 
Governor Reynolds and our legislators to support an amendment. For many members, it was the first time they 
have taken advocacy action. Bravo to each member who put his or her name on the line in support of this issue! 

The committee will continue to give priority to elimination of mandatory minimum sentences, capital 
punishment, and support of greater investment in community-based corrections. We will be calling on all 
members to be involved. Together, we can make progress. 

Help Us Sing Suffrage Songs (Virtually!) 
By Gaylen Wobeter, League of Women Voters of Johnson County 

As part of the 19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration, Johnson County has elicited help from The 
Family Folk Machine, a multi-generational singing group in Iowa City, to present a virtual singalong of suffrage 
music.  

Every participant can record themselves at a time of their own convenience, in the privacy of their own home, 
with access to just a cell phone (for recording) and a computer (to hear the music). The resulting combined 
voices chorus will be presented virtually on Sunday, October 25, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. 

This opportunity is open to anyone - League member or not - across the state who likes to sing. This is not a 
professional singing organization, but rather comprised of people who get joy from the experience of singing 
with a group. 

Anyone who is willing to participate, please email Syndy Conger at syndymc67@gmail.com. She is compiling 
the list of volunteers to pass on to the music director. 

mailto:syndymc67@gmail.com
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Another Member-at-Large has joined us! Welcome, Shanda Carstens! 
By Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer 

Shanda, of Pandora, just west of Des Moines, labels herself a Volunteer Extraordinaire! She is one of the original 
founders of Parents for Great Iowa Schools, a non-partisan, volunteer group that lobbies for good schools. They 
support adequate funding for schools and good utilization of said funding, as well as work against vouchers, all 
three consistent with LWVIA positions! 

Shanda has been involved for a long time in Reach Out and Read, a national initiative in partnership with 
pediatricians that supplies children’s books for pediatrician offices, as well as promotes the importance of 
reading to children, the earlier the better. Three quarters of their services are aimed at families whose primary 
language is Spanish. Another focus is supporting literacy in tribal communities, and there are outreach services 
to military families world-wide. 

Working for increasing literacy may have resulted from lots of pediatrician visits for her three children, who are 
now young adults, two students at Iowa State and one about to finish high school. The family moved a lot due 
to husband Matt’s work, living IL and IN before settling in IA. Shanda was an orthodontic assistant for many 
years, as well as owned her own online dress rental business.  

She has been inspired by all of the 19th Amendment events and coverage this year and wanted to be part of 
the League, an outgrowth of the suffrage movement. Shanda is interested in organizing candidate forums in 
Guthrie County and registering people to vote. 
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