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President:
Terese Grant
tag.lwvia@gmail.com

Vice President:
Nancy Halverson

Secretary:
Polly Horton

Treasurer:
Linda Meloy

Past President:
Mary Rae Bragg

Directors:
Sue Wilson
Nancy Porter
Gaylen Wobeter
Mary Ann Nelson
Bev VerSteegh
Doris Kelley
Bonnie Pitz

Admin Assistant:
Karen Person
LWVkaren@yahoo.com

Lobbyists:
Amy Campbell
amy@ialobby.com
Craig Patterson
craig@ialobby.com

Website: 
lwvia.org

LWVIA Calendar of Coming Events 
August 5, 10 am, Criminal & Juvenile Justice Comm, Toledo Public Library
August 9, 2:30 pm, LWVIA Board Meeting, Grinnell House, Grinnell
August 10, 9:30 am, Local Leagues Rock Workshop, Grinnell College
October 7, 10 am, LWV UMRR Meeting, Ames Public Library
October 19, 10 am, LWVIA Issues Briefing, Marshalltown
February 3, 7 pm, Iowa Caucuses
February 14, 1-5 pm, 19th Amendment Kickoff Event, ISU Memorial Union

LWVIA New & Past Presidents: 
Terese Grant, left, elected at the League of Women Voters of Iowa 
Convention on June 8 as LWVIA president, takes a moment to thank Mary 
Rae Bragg for her service as the LWVIA president from 2016 - 2019. Grant 
has been a director on the LWVIA Board for four years, as well as a member 
and officer of her Grinnell League of Women Voters for 10 years. She is a 
retired French teacher who taught in New Jersey and Iowa as well as in 
international schools in China and Ukraine.

The Voter

mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
http://lwvia.org
mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
http://lwvia.org
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President’s Message 
from Terese Grant, LWVIA President 

It is such an honor to be writing a President’s Message for the LWVIA Voter. It is truly a 
privilege to serve in this role and I am humbled thinking of all those who have proceeded 
me in this position. Having been a member for only 10 years, I still consider myself a fairly 
new member in the League of Women Voters. Although I have served as president of the 
Grinnell LWV for six years and on the LWVIA Board for five years, I know there is still 
much to learn. I feel very fortunate to be serving with an experienced and talented Board 
who serve as mentors and advisors in making important decisions in the year ahead.

With the success of our 2019 Convention and the upcoming  Commemoration of the 19th Amendment,  I sense 
a lot of enthusiasm moving forward. It is going to be an exciting time to be a member of the League. Even with 
the excitement of the events of 2020, we will continue to focus on the important work of the League at the local 
and state level with voter registration, candidate forums, and advocating for important issues during the 
legislative session.  

The League of Women Voters has a very important role to play as we face a time of division in our communities 
and politics. We also see many core values of our democracy under attack. As a nonpartisan organization, we can 
lead the way to help restore the fundamental principles of our democracy. The League of Women Voters in Iowa 
has a role to play and I hope every member will join in this endeavor.  

Yours in League,   
 Terese 

Local Leagues Rock!You’re invited to a special workshop just for League members 
on Saturday, August 10, at the  
Joe Rosenfield Center, Room 101 
1115 8th Avenue, Grinnell College 

AGENDA: 
9:30 Welcome - Coffee and Rolls 

10:00 Local League Success Stories 
11:00   Q & A with Local Leagues 

11:30 Fund Raising with Mary Ellen Miller 
12:00 Round-Table Lunch  

1:00  LWVUS Council 2019 Update   
1:30 Commemorating the 19th Amendment Update 

2:00 See Yourself Here (In the Iowa Legislature) 2019-2020 
2:15 Criminal & Juvenile Justice Committee Update 

2:30 Wrap-Up 
2:45 League Trivia Contest 

3:00 Adjourn 

$20 cost includes registration, continental breakfast and lunch 
RSVP to Terese at tag.lwvia@gmail.com by 8/6/2019 

mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
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Memories - 2019 LWVIA Convention 
Hosted by League of  Women Voters of Ames and Story County 
June 7 & 8, 2019, ISU Alumni Center, Ames 
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The League of Women Voters of Ames/Story County is 
proud to have hosted the LWVIA 2019 State Convention, 
June 7-8, at Iowa State University Alumni Center in Ames.
More than 94 registrations were processed, beginning at 3 
p.m. that Friday, which was also the opening time for our 
exhibitors. At 7:30 that evening we hosted a discussion on 
human trafficking, led by Dr. George Bellitsos. More than 
40 guests attended, so many that we had to bring in 
additional seating!

Saturday’s convention began at 9:15 a.m., with a 
presentation of colors by local Girl Scouts and a welcome 
from Ames Mayor Pro Tem (and League supporter) Chris 
Nelson. Reports on a number of special interest topics 
were on the day’s agenda, including:
• Sue Wilson and Tam Prenosil, of Dubuque, updating 

members on the Upper Mississippi River Region Inter 
League Organization;

• Doris Kelley, of Cedar Falls, explaining the many 
activities being planned under Iowa League’s leadership 
by numerous state organizations for the 2020 
Centennial commemoration of the passage of the 19th 
Amendment and founding of the League of Women 
Voters;

• Myrna Loehrlein, of Linn County League, reviewing 
League efforts on behalf of the restoration of felons’ 
voting rights in Iowa;

• A message from Dr. Deborah Turner, a former co-
president of the LWVIA who now serves as a member 
of the Board of LWVUS, on the national League’s 
Diversity, Inclusion and Equity Mission; 

• And LWVIA Board Member Mary Ann Nelson 
speaking of new plans for the state League’s leadership 
development program;

Keynote speakers for the day were Des Moines Register 
editorial writer and 2018 Pulitzer Prize winner Andie 
Dominick and Register Executive Editor Carol Hunter, 
who offered an informative and enjoyable “conversation,” 
answering questions from their audience rather than 
giving prepared speeches. 

During the afternoon session, Doris Kelley was presented 
with the League’s 2019 Carrie Chapman Catt Award, in 
recognition of her exceptional work in organizing and 
guiding the massive 2020 Centennial project. Retiring 
President Mary Rae Bragg was presented with a gift of 
appreciation from the LWVIA Board of Directors.

The slate of officers presented by Nomination 
Committee Chairperson Bonnie Pitz was accepted by 
acclamation. They are: President Terese Grant, of 
Grinnell, 2019-2021; Vice President Nancy Halvorson, 
Ames, 2019-2020 (vice president elected in even 
numbered years for a full two-year term); Secretary Polly 
Horton, Johnson County, 2019-2021; and Treasurer Linda 
Meloy, Johnson County, continuing term 2019-2020.

The convention’s successful Silent Auction brought in 
nearly $2,500, allowing the Ames/Story County League to 
provide a profit of $2,200 to LWVIA for future League 
needs. We thank everyone who helped with the effort by 
donating an item or basket, making a purchase, or both.

Highlights - 2019 LWVIA Convention 
by Nancy Halvorson & Becky Coats, Past Presidents of Ames/Story County and Co-Chairs of  Convention 2019 

Save the Date: Feb 14, 2020, 1 - 5 pm 
19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration 

Statewide Kickoff Celebration 
Memorial Union, Iowa State University, Ames

Enjoy music, a performance of The Yellow Rose
 of Suffrage, discussions with scholars on the 

suffrage movement, and food and drink.

For further information, go to  
https://19th-amendment-centennial.org 

https://19th-amendment-centennial.org
https://19th-amendment-centennial.org
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Hello League Members! I had the privilege of attending national 
League Council, June 20-23 in Washington D.C. It was held at a 
conference center in Leesburg, Virginia. I was surprised at the 
urgency that the national League was showing about the 
problems with our democracy. They are determined to help us all 
at the local and state League level to do all we can to fight for 
the democracy that we see in danger. They encouraged us to use 
the power we have to do what we can to overcome all the 
current obstacles that are in place to voting and voting 
registration. The sessions were focused on how to raise money, 
how to use storytelling, and how to put together a successful 
plan. They emphasized we are the architects for the next 100 
years.
 
I have added the powerful and amazing article below that 
LWVUS shared with us, Who and What Is Behind the Threat to Democracy? Please take time to read it. 

LWVUS Council 
by Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Board Member 

The current crisis in our democracy didn’t start with 
Donald Trump or with the wave of bad legislation from 
2010 onward. The current threat is the result of years of 
concerted strategy - from misinformation and poll-site 
suppression and investment in elections, to flipping 
state legislatures, and filing local election offices, to 
ballot initiatives, changing laws, appointing judges and 
redrawing maps. How we have arrived here is no 
coincidence.

The right to vote and participate in American 
democracy has been resisted throughout our history - 
by those holding office, by those with wealth and power 
seeding to dominate policy, and by those seeking to 
prevent the expansion of equality. 

Across parties, there is a long history of incumbents 
using gerrymandering and access to campaign money to 
entrench and protect their sets. Office-holders in both 
parties have protected their status quo at the expense 
of leveling the playing field. Now, technology has made 
it incredibly efficient to surgically target voters - 
especially Black voters and other people of color - and 
reduce the power of their votes.

Beyond (and sometimes behind) their efforts to hold 
onto power, giant corporations, their leaders and 
investors have fought to protect their ability to spend 
millions to impact the outcomes of elections. Those 
attacking campaign finance reform efforts have super-
charged those efforts to write laws, influence elected 
officials, and shape the policies and actions of agencies 
to serve narrow interests. With spending unleashed, 

dark money groups spent almost $181 million in federal 
contests during the 2016 election cycle.  

For the threats we’re facing now, special interest 
organizations are a vehicle for corporations to write 
laws and spread them throughout legislatures. Whether 
it’s Voter ID laws, abortion restrictions, or weakening 
environmental laws, an intersecting group of funders 
and the think tanks, legal vehicles, 527s, SuperPACs, 
and all the other dark money groups they fund are 
coordinating and leading these efforts.

They are coordinated - part of attacks that use 
legislatures, media, and the courts to erode fundamental 
rights, limit our ability to resist, and rebrand issues to 
confuse voters. That’s why we’ve seen at least nine 
states passing similarly draconian bills to all but 
eliminate abortion rights at the same time. The same is 
true of the attacks on democracy - the voter 
suppression toolkit may have more different options 
(from purges and poll closures, to attacks on 
registration drives, and more), but it’s a concerted 
toolkit all the same.

It’s not an accident that it is in these same states where 
we’re seeing both kinds of laws. The erosion of 
democracy sets the stage for all the other laws. And, 
crucially, the threat to rights is focused on the same 
communities that have been denied equity throughout 
American history - communities of color. The question 
for us as we begin our 100th anniversary is: Where do 
we stand? Cary Catt said, “Finish the Fight”; we say our 
mottos should be - Continue the Fight. 

Bonnie Pitz (right) attended LWVUS Council with 
former Iowans Dianne Bystrom, (left) current co-
president of LWV of Nebraska, and Dr. Deborah 
Turner, member of the LWVUS Board of Directors.

Who and What Is Behind the Threat to Democracy? 
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LWV UMRR to Meet in Ames October 7 
Upper Mississippi River Region Inter-League Organization News 
by Mary Ellen Miller, LWV of Metro Des Moines Member 
The Inter-League Organization (ILO) for the Upper 
Mississippi River Region (UMRR) Executive 
Committee will be meeting in Iowa, Monday, October 7 
at the Ames Public Library. The EC meeting will be 10 
a.m. – noon; League members are welcome to attend 
this meeting. After a lunch break a program on water 
quality issues will be open to all LWV Iowa members. 
Jean Eells will talk beginning at 1 p.m. followed by Erv 
Klaas at 2 p.m. The program is free and guests are 
most welcome.   

Jean Eells will address soil health issues related to 
erosion and pollutant runoff. Eells is an advocate for 
advancing conservation practices and improving natural 
resources management by women land owners. She has 
a Ph.D. in agricultural education from Iowa State 
University and operates E Resources Group LLC.  

Erv Klaas will present a short update on the climate 
crisis and the role of agriculture in the cause and 
solution. He is especially interested in the role of 
agriculture in the climate crisis and will focus on 
“Environmental Justice, Agriculture, and the Climate 
Crisis.” Klaas is professor emeritus of animal ecology at 
Iowa State University.  

The UMRR ILO is comprised of member Leagues 
through the Upper Mississippi River watershed, from 
the headwaters to the confluence with the Ohio River, 
including state Leagues in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa 
and Illinois. Board meetings are rotated throughout the 
watershed and are open to all interested League 
members.

Organized in 2015, UMRR chose to focus its initial 
work on reducing water pollution from excess nutrients 
- nitrogen and phosphorus. Nutrient pollution leads to 
excess algae growth that poisons water supplies and 
causes dead zones in the Gulf of Mexico. Groundwater 
depletion due to over-use is also a growing focus of the 
work of the LWV UMRR. This is a particular concern 
in areas of Wisconsin and Minnesota.

LWV UMRR actively partners with other organizations 
to work on watershed issues including Rotary, One 
Mississippi and the Land Stewardship Project. More 
details can be found on the website:  

www.lwvumrr.org 
Local arrangements chair for this meeting is Mary Ellen 
Miller; memo@netconx.net. 

The Muscatine LWV Rap 
from Sue Johannsen, LWV of Muscatine Co. President 

Here's a little about League in Muscatine County.
This year in membership produced great bounty.
Our past single digit roster created some fears
But grow we did over the years.

Our membership is 30 and climbing
Issues and action? I think it’s our timing!
My League likes solar, and wind - renewable energy
We send posts, texts, and emails using technology.

6000 drive in and out to work– a topic that’s rousing.
So League hosted a panel on TIFs, loans and housing.
Water and wastes rounded out our year.
We listened and learned. Let’s have a cheer!

In between planning and registering, we’ve had HR1.
Being in League means having fun - getting things done!

Photo: Jacque McCoy, a new member, and Jean Clark, 
treasurer of LWV of Muscatine County, attended the 
LWVIA Convention in June.

LWV Muscatine County restarted in 2005, and over 
the past 15 years we have grown from seven members 
to over 30 in 2019. Our members request programs 
about water quality, renewable energy, and 
immigration. LWV Muscatine Co. is great at 
registering new voters.

League of Women Voters of Muscatine Co. hosted the July “Grow Me” Call and reported on their local League:

http://www.lwvumrr.org
mailto:memo@netconx.net
http://www.lwvumrr.org
mailto:memo@netconx.net
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It all began with a request from the LWVUS: Would the League of Women Voters in Iowa be willing to participate 
in a campaign to ask Senator Grassley to advance the bill, HR 1, or the “For the People Act?” LWVUS would finance 
the entire project if LWVIA wold agree to do the work. We accepted. 

The “For The People Act” of 2019 is a bill introduced and passed in the United States House of Representatives to 
expand voting rights, limit partisan gerrymandering, strengthen ethics rules, and limit the influence of private donor 
money in politics. It is currently assigned to the Senate Finance Committee which is chaired by Senator Grassley. 
LWVUS has been advocating for the advancement of this act in the Senate. LWVIA took up the challenge of 
advocating at the Iowa level.

The first action was to publish a full-page ad in the Cedar Rapids Gazette. We then called upon local Leagues to 
write postcards and send them to Senator Grassley’s office in Waterloo. Local League presidents were asked to write 
a Letter to the Editor and there were seven published in newspapers across Iowa. An OpEd by President Mary Rae 
Bragg was published in the Dubuque Telegraph Herald, the Sioux City Journal and the Cedar Rapids Gazette. A Call 
to Action was sent to all League members in Iowa to contact both senators Grassley and Ernst encouraging them to 
support the bill and advance it to the Senate floor. Finally, two meetings were held with representatives of Senator 
Grassley in Des Moines and Cedar Rapids. This was a great effort by State Board members, local League Presidents, 
and League members all across the state of Iowa. Though HR1, “the For the People Act,” has not been brought 
forward in the US Senate, it has been rewarding to see this spirit of cooperation and collaboration throughout the 
Leagues in Iowa.

LWVIA Steps Up “For The People” 
from Terese Grant, LWVIA President, and Polly Horton, LWVIA Secretary 

Top Left: Grinnell LWV members write message to Senator Grassley showing their support for HR1. Top Right: Adam DoBraska, 
Grassley’s regional director at the Des Moines office, LWVIA Director Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Secretary Polly Horton, and Carol 
Olsen, Grassley’s state director, meet at his Des Moines office to discuss HR1. Below Left: LWVIA Board members write postcards 
to Senator Grassley. Below Right: Cover of the postcard sent to Senate Grassley by 100’s of Iowa League members.
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In May, League of Women Voters of Johnson County hosted the once per month “Grow Me” calls coordinated by Mary Ann Nelson. 
This is their report of happenings in their local League:

The Voter Registration Committee grew to more than 50 members in 2018. Susan Enzle became coordinator July 1. 
LWVJC volunteers took voter registration out to communities, high schools, Kirkwood Community College, the 
University of Iowa, Shelter House, area food pantries, retirement residences and numerous area festivals on 33 days 
throughout the year. Miriam Timmer-Hackert organized voter registration in area high schools.

Last fall, we were invited by RISE to Vote to assist in registering University of Iowa student athletes just as 
we had done earlier in the spring of 2018. We partnered with the UI Student Government for 
Undergraduates, as well as the UI Professional and Graduate Student Government. 

On some days we were registering voters at more than one site. We succeeded in registering more than 
800 voters in 2018 and fulfilled 130 voter requests for absentee ballots. In the process we were 
continuously educating voters about the changes in voter registration that went into effect as a result of 
state Voter ID laws and updating them when court orders placed some changes on hold. We were 
conscientious in following Iowa laws and rules with respect to completion of forms, as well as timely 
delivery of registration forms and absentee voter requests to the Auditor.

League of Women Voters of Iowa - lwvia.org
Karen Person, Administrative Assistant
3663 Grand Avenue, Unit 107
Des Moines, IA 50312

Johnson County LWV Hosts Grow Me Call 
by Paula Vaughan, Johnson County LWV Membership Chair

 Like LWVIA on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/lwvia/
https://www.facebook.com/lwvia/
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