
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF IOWA Board Meeting 
10 a.m., August 20, 2016 

Iowa City Public Library, Iowa City, Iowa 
 
Present: President Mary Rae Bragg; treasurer Linda Meloy, directors Nancy Porter, Gaylen 
Wobeter, Terese Grant, Mary Ann Nelson, Bev VerSteegh and Sue Wilson; LWVUS liaison 
Henrietta Suanders; past president Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA admin. asst. Karen Person; and local 
League presidents Devita Harden, Ames, Tamara Prenosil, Dubuque, and Syndy Conger, 
Johnson County; guests Pat Jensen, Iowa City, and Christie Gerken, Des Moines. Absent: vice-
president Polly Horton. 
 
Minutes of the April 23, 2016, board meeting and 2016 Council minutes approved on a motion 
by Meloy. Board reviewed the financial report from bookkeeper Sherry Griggs showing 
outstanding Per Member Payment of $1,281.25 owed by Johnson County in the National 
Education Fund account. Nation, state and local officials are working to resolve the delay, which 
leaves LWVIA without sufficient funds to pay outstanding debts. 
 
On a motion by Bragg, second by Wilson, Doris Kelly of Black Hawk/Bremer was elected to 
LWVIA  Board of Directors. 
 
Pitz reported that an opinion column she submitted regarding the need to reconsider allowing 
convicted felons to vote in Iowa was published in newspapers in Cedar Falls/Waterloo, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa City, Ames and Grinnell. 
 
On a motion by Wobeter, Person was asked to apprise the board on future activities by Iowans 
for Gun Safety, which has expressed an interest in getting the League’s support. 
 
The board gave approval to a request by the Tax Increment Funding Study Committee to set up 
an informational display at the Capitol as part of LWVIA’s Lobby Day on February 22, 2017. 
 
Grant presented an update on the 2017 LWVIA Convention, which takes place June 9-10 on the 
campus of Grinnell College, Grinnell. 
 
Grant also reported on the status of Vote4511.org, saying it is on track for Iowa’s Local Leagues 
to have their sites up and running after Labor Day. Miller will explore ways for Locals to obtain 
posters advertising the site. Education funds can be used for purchasing them, as well as 
bookmarks that Pitz will locate. Cedar Rapids and Iowa City are advertising Vote411 on their 
city buses. 
 
Person agreed to meet in Iowa City on Friday, Sept. 23, 10 a.m.to 3 p. m., to work with Wilson 
and VerSteegh and any other Local representatives who want help updating their websites. 
 
The 2016 Issues Briefing was set for Oct. 8 at Marshalltown Community College. Board 
members unanimously chose water quality as their top issue for study at the session, with 



either mental health or felon voting as a secondary issue. Bragg will contact lobbyist Amy 
Campbell about arranging presenters for the day. 
 
Grant volunteered to pursue the possibility of LWVIA hosting a televised U.S. Senate candidate 
forum prior to the Nov. 8 elections, although it has proven increasingly difficult to obtain 
commitments from campaigns, Bragg noted. Conger said Johnson County is hoping to find an 
agreeable debate time for candidates for 1st Congressional District. 
 
Bragg will be representing LWVIA on a panel providing election information to students on 
Sept. 20 at Wartburg College, in Waverly. 
 
Nelson issued an invitation to all Iowa League members to attend an Oct. 3 meeting of the 
Upper Mississippi River Region Inter League Organization Board of Directors, starting at 10 a.m. 
at the Linn County Conservation Center (Wikiup Learning Center), 10260 Morris Hills Road, 
Toddville, northwest of Cedar Rapids. 
 
Following a lunch break, everyone took part in a visioning session to discuss issues pertaining to 
LWVIA’s future. We need advertising to reach out to younger people to let them know the 
things they care about are our issues, too. Declining membership and lack of money make it 
hard to improve our social media outreach and improve our Facebook presence. If we approach 
businesses for contributions we need to have specific plans for our messaging that they will 
want to be part of, receiving credit as LWV supporters. We need to speak succinctly about 
issues and connect people’s needs to what laws are being considered. The public should come 
to regard LWVIA as a trusted, unbiased source for what is going on in government. Vote411 is a 
specific service for voters to turn to at election time. In addition to corporate sponsors, League 
can be reaching out for donations through wills and other planned giving options. Bragg asked 
those present to draw up lists of organizations/businesses that could be approached for 
sponsorships and grants, which the board will follow up on. 
 
The next board meeting was set for 10 a.m., Saturday, Nov. 12, at an east central Iowa location 
to be determined. Final decisions on legislative priorities will be made at that time. The meeting 
was adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Rae Bragg 
 
 
 
 


