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LWVIA Calendar of Coming Events 
March 10, 10 am, Board Meeting, Human Services Center, Cedar Rapids
May 12, 10 am, Board Meeting, Wickiup Center, Toddville
June 5, Primary Election Day in Iowa
June 9, LWVIA Council, Newton
June 28 - July 1, LWVUS Convention, Chicago

Felon Enfranchisement Presenters 
On LWVIA Capitol Day, Representative Mary Wolfe, D from Clinton, and 
Representative Greg Heartsill, R from Marion, presented on their bipartisan 
bill, HF2266, that would require the right to register to vote and to vote to be 
restored to any individual who has been discharged from a criminal sentence 
for any felony.  The bill also allows, for some felonies and under detailed 
contingencies including  passage of 10 years from the date of the Class D 
felony, the restoration of firearm rights.  This bill would be contingent on the 
passage of an amendment to the Iowa Constitution’s clause regarding 
infamous crimes.  League’s position is, “Automatically enfranchise people with 
felony convictions upon release from incarceration.” 

mailto:bragg.maryrae388@gmail.com
mailto:pollyshorton@gmail.com
http://lwvia.org
mailto:bragg.maryrae388@gmail.com
mailto:pollyshorton@gmail.com
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President’s Message 
from Mary Rae Bragg, LWVIA President 

Where do you get your inspiration? It may come from something you read or hear, from a 
traumatic or uplifting feeling or perhaps from an event that takes away your breath. We’ve 
all experienced those moments that become the cornerstone for an attitude or action that 
changes our lives.

I’m sure for many of you an event that comes immediately to mind would be the massacre 
at Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. Amid the passions being stirred by that horrific 
event, I find myself being consoled as a member of an organization that was among the 
first to identify and call for solutions to the impending danger of a growing weapons 
worship in our nation. 

Elsewhere in this issue of LWVIA’s Voter, you will find a positions report that League Lobbyist Amy Campbell 
prepared for those attending our 2018 Capitol Day that occurred February 21 in Des Moines. The first of those 
positions deals with gun control, and you will note that League’s history on the subject began in 1990. We are not 
knee-jerk reactionaries.

League of Women Voters of America was there nearly 30 years ago, offering common sense solutions to our 
members’ growing concern. What a terrible shame that Congress and the general public did not take those first 
positions to heart! So, when your community members ask what the League has to say on the matter of guns, or 
constitutional amendments, or budgeting, or taxes, or dozens of other vital subjects, you have only to consult your 
national and state web sites to find Impact on Issues, that guide to public policy positions that makes the League 
of Women Voters the valuable civic leader it is.

Along with the timely legislative updates, reports from lawmakers and excitement of being present at our annual 
Capitol Day, I found a number of sources for inspiration at our event. This year, we not only held a morning coffee 
meeting before heading upstairs to chat with Senate and House members, we hosted a table under the Capitol 
rotunda where we displayed organizational materials and offered Hugs and Kisses (the chocolate kind, of course!) 
to those stopping by. 

A number of our table visitors were from groups also there to lobby for their causes, including members of 
National Alliance on Mental Illness and school organizations. We heard some inspiring stories from those folks 
and felt pride in being able to say League is standing with them. I have to say, my very favorite conversation was 
with four young ladies who serve as Senate pages and stopped by to ask about the League during their afternoon 
break. 

Looking professional in their maroon blazers, they were pleased to learn that League membership is open to those 
young as 16. The material stating League’s priorities for the 2018 Legislature was also of interest to them. No 
surprise, they each expressed an interest in some day serving our state as lawmakers. Nothing like seeing current 
lawmakers in action (or in some cases, inaction) to inspire those intelligent young women! 

As if there weren’t enough things going on to create excitement for LWVIA these days, members in Lynn and 
Johnson counties have undertaken the monumental task of creating the state’s very first live-streamed 
gubernatorial primary forums, taking place April 21 in Cedar Rapids. Leave it to Leaguers to find a new way to 
educate Iowa voters! Check elsewhere in this issue of The Voter to learn more.

Inspiring people and inspiring ideas combine to provide us with plenty of hope for a better day. The trick is to 
make it happen!

 Yours in League,   

 Mary Rae 
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Capitol Day 
2018 Report 
from Mary Rae Bragg, LWVIA President 

About two dozen League members representing Ames/
Story, Black Hawk/Bremer, Dubuque, Jasper, Johnson, 
Linn and Metro Des Moines locals attended LWVIA’s 
2018 Capitol Day on February 21.

A bipartisan team of lawmakers, Rep. Greg Heartsill 
and Rep. Mary Wolfe, spoke at the League’s morning 
briefing about two bills dealing with restoration of 
felons’ voting rights, HJR 2007 and HF 2266. The 
initial bill the two of them filed has been revised, and 
continues to await work by an interim study 
committee. Wolfe acknowledged the importance of 
both parties willingness to work on the issue. By 
incorporating gun ownership into the voter restoration 
requirement, both parties “have something to lose if 
they don’t get it done,” she said.

Reporting on the status of water quality legislation, 
lobbyist Craig Patterson said that although Governor 
Kim Reynolds has signed Senate File 512 and called it “a 

good first step” in cleaning Iowa’s waterways, the 
original Iowa’s Water and Land Legacy (IWiLL) bill 
continues to be the goal because it contains an increase 
in the state sales tax to provide needed funding. 
Lobbyist Amy Campbell said that although an 
expansion to the state’s Bottle Bill did not make it 
through funnel week deadline, the fact that an effort to 
do away with it completely also failed can be seen as a 
win for conservationists.

League member Travis Weipert, who is Johnson 
County auditor, encouraged those attending to view 
and share a five-minute video on his auditor’s website 
at www.johnson-county.com/dept_auditor.aspx that 
explains changes for voting in 2018 and 2019.

Lawmakers from Johnson County, Sen. Bob Dvorsky, 
Sen. Kevin Kinney, and Rep. Amy Nielsen, and Rep. 
Wes Breckenridge, from Jasper County, stopped in 
during the morning briefing to greet League members 
and answer questions.

New this year to Capitol Day activities was League of 
Women Voters exhibitor’s table set up on the first floor 
under the rotunda. League members handed out 
information about the League and its legislative 
priorities while offering visitors a candy treat. 

Legislators that came to share with League members at LWVIA Capitol Day included (pictured left to 
right) Rep. Amy Nelson from North Liberty, Senator Kevin Kinney from Oxford, Senator Robert 
Dvorsky from Coralville, and Rep. Wes Breckenridge from Newton.

http://www.johnson-county.com/dept_auditor.aspx
http://www.johnson-county.com/dept_auditor.aspx
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NATIONAL POSITION ON GUN CONTROL 
Following its 1990 convention, the LWVUS urged passage of federal legislation to control the proliferation of 
handguns and semi-automatic assault weapon. The LWVUS supports a ban on all semiautomatic assault 
weapons, waiting periods and background checks for the purchase of handguns, closing of gun show loopholes, 
and regulating firearms for consumer safety (child safety locks).  Like our national organization, LWVIA supports 
common sense gun regulations that balance public safety and 2nd amendment rights. 

>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<< 

THE LWVUS POSITION 

The League of Women Voters believes that the proliferation of handguns and semi-automatic assault 
weapons in the United States is a major health and safety threat to its citizens. The League supports strong 
federal measures to limit the accessibility and regulate the ownership of these weapons by private citizens. 
The League supports regulating firearms for consumer safety. 

The League supports licensing procedures for gun ownership by private citizens to include a waiting period 
for background checks, personal identity verification, gun safety education and annual license renewal. The 
license fee should be adequate to bear the cost of education and verification.  

The League supports a ban on “Saturday night specials,” enforcement of strict penalties for the improper 
possession of and crimes committed with handguns and assault weapons, and allocation of resources to 
better regulate and monitor gun dealers.  

 >>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<< 

 
GUN BILLS STILL UNDER CONSIDERATION BY 2018 LEGISLATURE 

 
IN BOTH HOUSE & SENATE: 

 
HJR 2009 & SJR 2009- Constitut ional Amendment “Right to Bear Arms”: Proposes an 
amendment to the Iowa Constitution giving individuals the right to keep and bear arms. Does not match up 
to US Constitution (i.e. well regulated militia).  (House & Senate Floors; Rep. Windschitl & Sen. Zaun) 
 

IN THE IOWA SENATE: 
 
SF 2231 – Guns on Snowmobiles & ATVs: Allows a person to be on a snowmobile or ATV with a 
loaded firearm.  (Senate Floor; Sen. Brown) 
 
SF 2239 – Guns at Parent Pickup: Allows an individual with a valid permit to be on school grounds 
with a firearm if they are picking up a child from school (but not into the school).  (Senate Floor; Sen. Schultz) 
 
SF 2250 – Armed Off icers on School Grounds: Allows peace officers and federal officers to go 
armed with, carry, or transport a firearm on school grounds, whether or not they are acting in performance of 
official duties.  (Senate Floor; Sen. Schultz) 
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ON CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS 
The Constitution of Iowa should guarantee protection of people in their rights, delineate the framework of state 
government and provide for only major concerns of enduring importance. A good constitution should: 

• Assure separation and balance among the executive, legislative and judicial branches of government, 
clarifying lines of authority and responsibility; 

• Leave procedural and financial specifics to statutory law;  
• Be stated in broad terms to provide for adaptation to changing conditions;  
• Be consistent throughout;  
• Avoid conflict with the federal constitution or laws;  
• Be free of deadwood, reasonably concise, and easy to understand.  

   
>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<< 

 
ON BUDGETING 

The League of Women Voters of Iowa supports the following policies related to the state budget process: 

• Generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) should be used in the budget process & projections. 
• A state general fund cash reserve should be implemented and maintained.  
• An economic emergency fund should be established and maintained.  
• The Governor and the General Assembly should use the December 15 revenue estimates of the Revenue 

Estimating Conference in the budget process. If the estimates are later revised, action on the budget should 
reflect the lower of the two estimates.  

  
 >>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<< 

 
ON TAXES 

The League Of Women Voters of Iowa supports an equitable and flexible system of taxation. A tax should be 
evaluated primarily on equity, taxpayers' ability to pay and adequate yield.  A tax should be evaluated secondarily on 
the size of the tax base, ease of payment and collection, ease of understanding for the taxpayer, flexibility, and a 
balance between stability and elasticity.   

• INCOME TAX:  The League advocates a progressive income tax and belives that any increase in state tax 
revenue preferably should be through income tax, rather than sales or property tax. 

• PROPERTY TAX: The League believes local revenues should be less reliant on property tax and more reliant 
on state funds. Property tax should be decreased also by reduction in the number of local governmental 
units. Property tax relief should be granted to low-income elderly and other low-income owners and renters. 
Property tax exemptions should be removed from income-producing property of churches, profit-making 
nursing homes, veterans’ organizations, fraternal organizations and labor unions. Cities should be allowed to 
impose user fees or payments-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOTS) on tax-exempt properties for services rendered to 
those properties. Cities should be allowed to charge county, state and federally owned properties for the city 
services provided to those properties. 

• CORPORATE TAX: The League urges a tax treatment for business that would provide equity of imposition and 
enforcement between in-state and out-of-state corporations. Changes to achieve equity should reinforce the 
economic stability of the state and provide a favorable climate for business. 

• TAX INCENTIVES:  The League supports tax incentives for efforts and programs to slow the growth in energy 
consumption, to encourage development of renewable energy resources and to maximize energy 
conservation. 
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League Fights Reinstatement of Death Penalty 
from Karen Person, LWVIA Criminal & Juvenile Justice Committee Chair 

Two bills were introduced this year which would reinstate the death penalty in Iowa, HSB569 and SSB3134. League was part of a 
broad coalition under the umbrella of Iowans Against the Death Penalty that fought these bills, which are now considered dead 
for this session. Karen Person spoke on behalf of League at both subcommittee meetings.  The following were her remarks:

“The League of Women Voters of Iowa opposes capital punishment and its reinstatement in Iowa. There is no conclusive evidence 
that capital punishment is a deterrent to murder nor does it advance public safety. A report by the National Research Council, 
titled “Deterrence and the Death Penalty,” stated that studies claiming that the death penalty has a deterrent effect on murder 
rates are “fundamentally flawed” and should not be used when making policy decisions. Research from the FBI Uniform Crime 
Report does show that regionally, the South has the highest murder rate, and the South accounts for over 80% of executions in 
the United States. The Northeast region, which has less than 1% of all executions, has the lowest murder rate. This suggests an 
inverse correlation! In 2015, the average homicide rate in states with the death penalty was 5.2 per 100,000 people, and in states 
without the death penalty, the average rate was 4.1 per 100,000 people. In 2011, Iowa had 1.6 murders per 100,000 population, 
which ranked us 6th lowest of all the states in the number of murders per capita.

“Capital punishment is costly. A 2016 Nebraska study, “The Economic Impact of the Death Penalty on the State of Nebraska: A 
Taxpayer Burden?” found that the death penalty costs states with capital punishment an average of $23.2 million more per year 
than alternative sentences. Before proceeding with this House Study Bill, a Fiscal Impact Statement should be requested from the 
Legislative Service Agency. Iowa cannot afford to reinstate the death penalty.

“Additionally, the death penalty has a disproportionate 
impact on minorities, the poor, and those with 
intellectual disabilities. The death penalty is 
irreversible, and innocent people are known to have 
been executed in the past. In fact, since 1973, 150 
people have been released from death row with 
evidence of their innocence. Iowa’s current system of 
life imprisonment without the possibility of parole is a 
sufficiently harsh sentence and ensures that felony class 
A murderers will die in prison. Iowa does not need a 
capital punishment enhancement penalty.” 

Photo: Karen Person (left) speaks at the subcommittee hearing on HSB 569. On the right sit Rep. Mary Wolfe and her father, 
Jack Wolfe, who spoke in opposition to the bill despite the tragic murder of two of his daughters, Susan and Sarah Wolfe, in 2014.

April 21 LWVIA 
Gubernatorial 
Forums 
from Mary Rae Bragg, LWVIA President 

April 21, 2018, is shaping up to be a monumental day in 
the history of League of Women Voters of Iowa!

A committee of strongly-committed League members from 
Linn and Johnson counties are putting together a pair 
of forums featuring the primary candidates for Iowa 
governor, to take place Saturday, April 21. 

The forums, scheduled for 10 a.m. to noon (Democrat Party) 
and 2 to 4 p.m. (Republican Party) will be live-streamed to 
allow each of you to plan for a viewing party in your own 
community, watching live as the candidates state their cases, 
with viewers all over the state able to submit questions. 

While live-streaming the forums will allow viewers to see the 
event on their computers all over the state with others or by 
themselves, Iowans will also be invited to attend the event on 
site, at Ballantyne Auditorium on the campus of Kirkwood 
College, Cedar Rapids. 

Particulars about the event will be forthcoming, but you can 
begin IMMEDIATELY to plan for where your local League 
will be holding your gathering. Keep in mind you will need a 
facility that has a large screen as well as room for your 
anticipated audiences. We recommend you open your events 
to the general public as a great public service, as well as a 
great way to display what LWV does so well -- voter 
education! 

There will be much more information about how this will all 
work in the coming weeks, but for now, save April 21 for 
your League to present the 2018 gubernatorial primary 
forums. Then get ready to watch history in the making! 

http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13251370-74/father-sister-of-east-liberty-double-murder-victims-speak-out-against-renewing-death
http://triblive.com/local/allegheny/13251370-74/father-sister-of-east-liberty-double-murder-victims-speak-out-against-renewing-death
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LWVUS Advocates for Dreamers 
from a memo sent to Members of the US House of Representatives from Chris Carson, LWVUS President 

The League of Women Voters is deeply concerned by the lack of action by Congress after 
the Administration’s decision to rescind the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program on September 5, 2017.  This decision has put hundreds of thousands of 
young immigrants at risk. Because of the Administration’s misguided decision to rescind 
DACA, 19,000 Dreamers have already lost the ability to work, study and live without fear 
of deportation and hundreds of thousands of Dreamers would lose the protections 
guaranteed to them in the coming weeks. This does not serve the national interest.  

The League of Women Voters would like to see the Dream Act (H.R. 3440/S. 1615) passed 
as a standalone bill. It’s time for Congress to stop using these individuals who pay taxes and 
contribute to social security as a bargaining chip. But we understand that there will be 
several proposals and legislative solutions to consider as the debate unfolds. With that in mind, we ask that you 
ensure that whatever legislative vehicle is proposed include the following provisions.

Provide a Permanent Fix for DACA Recipients: Use the criteria outlined in the Dream Act to provide a 
reasonable pathway to citizenship that allows Dreamers a chance to become citizens if they register, pay fees and 
continue to pursue an education, work or serve in the military. 
 
Maintain Reasonable Border Protection: Our borders must be secure and we have a right to know who is 
coming into our country.  But we must treat those wishing to come to this country with dignity and resist the urge 
to militarize the border, criminalize immigrants or threaten the right of due process for all persons.   

Preserve Family Reunification: Family reunification is a longstanding American value and it makes immigrants 
and our communities more successful. 

As the debate in Congress moves forward and legislative proposals are considered, the League of Women Voters 
reminds you that we are a country of immigrants and we are made stronger by our diversity.  It is time for Congress 
to act to provide a path to   citizenship   or provisions for young undocumented immigrants already living in the U.S. 
to earn legal status, ensure reasonable protections at our borders and preserve families. Moving these policies 
forward will strengthen our nation and society.

April 2: The Science & 
Policy Debate of How 
Groundwater pumping 
is Drying Lakes, 
Streams & Wetlands 
Did you know that lakes and streams dry up when 
groundwater levels fall? It's all a system, you know, and 
each supports the other.  

The LWV Upper Mississippi River Region’s April 
Board and educational meeting will be held in Stevens 
Point, Wis., on April 2. LWV Stevens Point Area has 
set up Dr. George Kraft to talk about groundwater-
surface water interactions, and what that means for 
both resources when people mess around with the 

system. Dr. Kraft is a Professor Emeritus of Water 
Resources and  former Director of the Center for 
Watershed Science and Education with the University 
of Wisconsin. This free event in Stevens Point will help 
us understand how this works, and what it means in 
terms of policy options and decisions.  

UMRR's Board meets at locations around the four 
state watershed on the first Monday of each even-
numbered month. They partner with local Leagues to 
co-host an educational event with each meeting. 

This Science and Policy Debate Program will be held 
April 2, 6 - 7:30 pm, Pinery Room, Portage County 
Public Library, 1001 Main Street, Stevens Point, Wis.  

Local Leagues are encouraged to join this InterLeague 
Organization working to improve water in the Upper 
Mississippi River watersheds in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Iowa. Click HERE for further information.

https://www.lwvumrr.org
https://www.lwvumrr.org
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League of Women Voters of Iowa - lwvia.org 
Karen Person, Administrative Assistant 
4345 Grand Avenue, Unit 1 
Des Moines, IA 50312 

Voter Resources: 

Johnson County Auditor (and LWVIA member) Travis Weipert (pictured right) has put 
together a less-than-five-minute video on the New Voter ID Law (click to access video).

Secretary of State Paul Pate (pictured left) has a webpage:
Voter ID Frequently Asked Questions 
(click above to access webpage)

Vote Smart’s ONPOINT smart phone APP:
The facts at your fingertips! Vote Smart’s free exciting new 
mobile app OnPoint arms citizens with up-to-date info on 
today’s hot topics. Want to know how your officials relate to the 
big picture? Click the issue you’re interested in and the facts you 
need are at your fingertips, curated just for you!

https://votesmart.org/onpoint#.WqLiU2aZPEo
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterIDfaq.html
https://sos.iowa.gov/elections/voterinformation/voterIDfaq.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=169&v=vnTA_Vbqtu4
https://votesmart.org/onpoint#.WqLiU2aZPEo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=169&v=vnTA_Vbqtu4

