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Our Important Work Continues! 
This year many annual meetings have been 
postponed, cancelled, or will be held virtually.  
Events for celebrating the 19th Amendment have 
been postponed. (See update from Doris Kelley on 
page 3.) This year’s LWVIA Council and LWVUS 
2020 Convention will be held as virtual meetings. 
This is certainly not how 2020 was supposed to be. 
The COVID-19 virus has upended our world and 
we are 

(Continued on page 2)

THE VOTER 
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.
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Action Alert! 

Iowa Secretary of State Paul Pate 
is mailing absentee ballot request 
forms to all registered voters in 
Iowa for the Primary Election on 
June 2, 2020.  

In addition, Pate has extended 
the June Primary absentee voting 
period for mailed ballots to 40 
days in light of the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

If you have not yet done so, 
please contact our Iowa Secretary 
of State Paul Pate: 

1. Thank him for making these 
changes to the June 2nd Primary 
Election. 

2. Ask him to implement these 
actions for the November 3rd 
General Election also. 

3. Remind him that we want to 
ensure that everyone is eligible to 
vote, and to complete the review 
of voter rolls regarding persons 
listed as felons. 

Please email Iowa Secretary of 
State Paul Pate at 
sos@sos.iowa.gov and bcc: 
myrnaloehr@gmail.com. 

We must continue to take 
positive action to ensure Iowa 
elections are accessible and safe 
for all. 

(Continued from page 1) 
all doing what we need to adjust and do the best we 
can under these most unusual circumstances. 

Our work and actions to complete the People 
Powered Fair Maps Campaign continue as we 
encourage Leagues and members to work for full 
participation in the 2020 Census. The deadlines for 
the census have been extended which provides us 
more time. Voting has never been more important, 
but the current situation brings greater challenges. 
We applaud the Secretary of State Paul Pate’s 
decision to mail absentee ballot request forms to all 
registered voters. We need to encourage voters to 
take advantage of this opportunity to vote by mail this 
year. We will ask all Leagues and individual members 
to help with these two efforts. 

The LWVIA Board has decided to do a SWOT analysis. 
This will give us an opportunity to know our strengths 
as well as our weaknesses. We will also look at the 
opportunities ahead as well as the threats that exist. 
We will be asking every member of the League to 
share opinions on these four areas: Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. A 
questionnaire will be sent to all members in the near 
future. We would like everyone’s participation in this 
effort in order to make the League a better 
organization going 
forward. 
These are indeed 
challenging times. It will 
take all of us working 
together to keep the 
League strong as we go 
forward.   

Terese Grant, President 
League of Women Voters 
of Iowa
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Update on Iowa’s 19th Amendment 
Centennial Commemoration  
by Doris Kelley, Chair and LWVIA Board of Directors 

While our COVID-19 pandemic has temporarily 
closed down our 19th Amendment Centennial 
Commemoration activities, the 28-person Committee 
unanimously agreed that once socialization is proper, 
endeavors will be rescheduled even to the point that 
many projects will be carried over to 2021.  Hence, 
the later part of our trademarked theme and logo, 
“Not Done,” is for real . . . we’re NOT DONE. 

LWVIA members might like to know that in just the 
first 6 months of 2020, 108 different projects and 
activities were scheduled to occur throughout Iowa.  
Several social and civic organization, college, 
university and public library events, featuring 19th 
Amendment specialist speaker events were held 
during January, February and the early part of March.  
Once we’re back to our new-normal life, events will 
be re-posted on our webpage https://19th-
Amendment-Centennial.org. 

Our official kick-off event was held Feb. 14 at Iowa 
State University’s Memorial Union with over 500 
attending.  The women’s basketball teams at Drake, 
ISU, UNI and University of Iowa featured a home 
game during the months of January and February as 
a tribute to Iowa’s 19th Amendment with several 
representatives of the Committee in attendance. 

(Continued on page 4) 

The June 2nd Primary Election is 
just around the corner! 

Learn about requesting an 
absentee ballot so you may vote 
safely from home: https://
voterready.iowa.gov  

With the COVID-19 pandemic 
upon us, voting absentee from 
the comfort and safety of home is 
the best option. 

 

2020 Census 

More than half of households in 
the nation have responded to the 
2020 Census - nearly 80 million 
responses. Still a lot of work to be 
done to get a full and accurate 
count. Go to the 2020census.gov 
website to respond if you haven’t 
yet. Encourage your family and 
friends to do the same.

http://2020census.gov
https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org
https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org
http://2020census.gov
https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org
https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org
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Important Dates 

Thursday, April 23rd 
First Day of Absentee Voting by 

mail for the Primary Election 

Monday, May 4th  
First Day of In-Person Absentee 
Voting for the Primary Election 

Monday, May 18th  
Worry Free Postmark Date for 

Voter Registrations 

Friday, May 22nd  
Deadline to request an Absentee 

Ballot by mail; 
Pre-registration Deadline for the 

Primary Election 

Monday, June 1st 
Absentee Ballot In-Person 

Deadline 
Last day to request and cast an 
absentee ballot in person in the 

auditor’s office. 

Tuesday, June 2nd 
Primary Election Day 

Polls open from 7:00 a.m. until 
9:00 p.m.  

Absentee ballots may be 
delivered to the county auditor 

until 9:00 p.m. 

Source: voterready.iowa.gov 

(Continued from page 3) 

The Iowa PBS premiere of “Carrie Chapman Catt: 
Warrior for Women” documentary did occur in a 
couple of cities prior to our self-imposed shelter-in-
place, but everyone needs to mark their calendars for 
Tue., May 5, 7 p.m. (CT) to watch the Iowa PBS hour-
long documentary.  The history-rich documentary will 
be rebroadcast on Sun., May 10 at 1 p.m. (CT).  Please 
communicate to your peers, friends, neighbors, in-
laws and even out-laws of this documentary. 

Most LWVIA members know our 19th Amendment 
learning resources curriculum, designed for grades 
9-12 based on Iowa Social Studies Standards, has 
been available for teachers -- and now students 
studying at home – since the fall of 2019.  While 
SingleSpeed Brewing Company released their “Hard 
Won - Not Done” beer on 
February 3rd , which carried our 
trademarked logo and theme 
as well as information 
highlighting the fight to garner 
the right to vote, the three-
month selling time period has 
ended and sales were very 
robust. 

The world musical premiere, The Suffragist, originally 
set for June 5-7 has been rescheduled for July 
17-18-19 at the Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts 
Center, located on the campus of UNI.  A Tony-
nominated actress will portray Carrie Chapman Catt 
and The Suffragist follows the lives of Catt, Alice Paul, 
Lucy Burns, Inez Milholland, Ida B. Wells and others.  
For ticket information, go to unititx.uni.edu/suffragist. 

(Continued on page 9) 

http://unititx.uni.edu/suffragist
http://unititx.uni.edu/suffragist
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Welcome to New Member-at-Large Chris Louscher! 
by Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer 

LWVIA has a new Member-at-Large, Christine Louscher, of Algona*, in north central 
Iowa.  Chris has been involved in politics since college and was a member of the 50-50 
in 2020 Board of Directors for nine of its ten years.  She is a member of AAUW and has 
a long history of volunteering in her community. Most recently she has been a board 
member for Horizons Unlimited, an organization that provides residential, community 
employment, and community engagement services for adults with developmental, 
mental, and/or physical disabilities.  Her son Adam, one of Chris’s four children, has 
autism and has resided at Horizons for 24 years and benefitted from their employment 
and engagement services. 

Chris has been very involved in advocating for the needs of those with autism. She was 
president of the Autism Society of Iowa and on the board of the Autism Society of 
America.  She was chairperson of the Governor’s Task Force on Autism in 1989-1990; 
and the ten recommendations that were made by the task force in the first year were 
implemented and are still in place today.  Two of those recommendations were: 1) 
Iowa’s Area Education Agencies needed to provide specific autism teams and 2) the 
University of Iowa’s Hospital School (now the Center for Disabilities and Development) 
needed to institute specific autism support services to teachers and parents. The 
second year the task force worked for creation of the REACH program at the University 
of Iowa, a comprehensive transition program for students aged 18-25 with intellectual, 
cognitive, or learning disabilities.  And, under Governor Vilsack, Chris was the 
chairperson of the Iowa Council of Human Services. 

Chris has a Masters degree in Mental Health Counseling and was in private practice 
until she and her dentist husband retired.  Along with staying current with issues and 
needs in their community, state, and nation, and advocating for change where needed, 
they are involved in gardening, cooking, playing bridge, and spending time with their 
ten grandchildren, eight of whom live within two blocks of their home. 

*Algona, from the Algonquin word for “Algonquin water”, was one of the stops on 
Orphan Trains from New York City in 1894.  One hundred orphans were welcomed by 
residents of Algona and many of their descendants still live there.  It is also the home to 
a “Jewel Box”, a series of banks designed by Louis Sullivan and built in the Midwest 
from 1909-1919.  The Henry Adams Building was built in 1913, though not as a bank. 
And, Algona was the site of a WWII German prisoner of war camp from 1943-1946.  
Camp Algona housed nearly 10,000 prisoners, many of whom worked on farms owned 
by Iowans fighting overseas.   
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LWVIA 2020 Council 

The LWVIA 2020 Council will be held virtually on Saturday, June 6, 2020, from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19 virus, we will not gather in person this year in 
order to protect everyone’s safety. As always, every local League will be allowed two 
voting delegates, and additional members are welcome to attend. There will be no 
cost this year for attendance. Local League Presidents will receive a Zoom invitation at 
least one week before June 6th that they will share with those who plan to attend. We 
look forward to having many members join us for this bi-annual event. 

LWVIA 2020 Council 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Agenda 

10:00 a.m.  Welcome - Terese Grant, President 

10:05 a.m.  Defending Democracy Award  
   Presented to Jason Clayworth, Des Moines Register Reporter 

10:30 a.m.  Business Meeting 

   President’s Report - Terese Grant 

   2020-21 Proposed Budget - Linda Meloy, Treasurer 

   Nominating Committee Report - Bev Ver Steegh, Nominating   
   Committee Chairperson 

   Election of Officers  

11:00 a.m.  Celebrate Local Leagues - League Presidents 

11:25 a.m.  2018 Legislative Session Report - Amy Campbell, LWVIA Lobbyist 

11:45 a.m.  Recognition and Thank You 

12:00 p.m.  Adjournment 
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CJJC Committee 

Our main focus has been on the 
Governor’s proposed 
amendment to the Iowa 
Constitution to remove language 
permanently disenfranchising 
persons who have been 
convicted of a felony.  

We partnered with the Brennan 
Center, Voter Lab, and the 
Restore the Vote coalition. Karen 
Person and I attended a 
conference at the Brennan 
Center for Justice in New York 
City to gain information and 
create working relationships. 

We planned to follow through to 
promote adoption of the 
proposed amendment, but 
recess of the legislature due to 
the pandemic resulted in time 
running out.  

Kudos to everyone who sent a 
note to our Secretary of State 
about two things: 

• Absentee voting now and in 
November 

• Being sure everyone listed on 
voter rolls as a disenfranchised 
felon is really disenfranchised - 
no disenfranchisement by 
mistake! 

We have sent at least 65 notes to 
date. If you did not send yours 
yet, there is still time. Email Iowa 
Secretary of State Paul Pate at 
sos@sos.iowa.gov. 

Myrna Loehrlein, Chair  
Criminal and Juvenile Justice 
Committee 

Slate of Officers  
Presented for Nomination 

2020-2022 

VICE PRESIDENT 
*Nancy Halvorson, Ames-Story County (2020-2022) 

TREASURER 
*Linda Meloy, Johnson County (2020-2022) 

DIRECTORS 
*Nancy Porter, Johnson County (2020-2022) 
Jean McMenimen, Linn County (2020-2022) 

Respectfully submitted by 2019-2021 Nominating 
Committee Chair, 
*Bev Ver Steegh 
*Currently serving on the LWVIA Board of Directors 

Board members with terms expiring in 2021: 

PRESIDENT 
Terese Grant, Grinnell (2019-2021) 

SECRETARY 
Polly Horton, Johnson County (2019-2021) 

DIRECTORS 
Bev Ver Steegh, Ottumwa (2019-2021) 
Sue Wilson, Dubuque (2019-2021) 
Mary Ann Nelson, Linn County (2019-2021) 

DIRECTORS APPOINTED BY THE LWVIA BOARD 
Doris Kelley, Black Hawk-Bremer County (2019-2021) 
Raven Hollenhorst, Davenport; Johnson County 
(2019-2021) 
Bonnie Pitz, Belle Plaine; Jasper County (2019-2021) 

mailto:sos@sos.iowa.gov
mailto:sos@sos.iowa.gov
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…and they persisted…Century of Impact by Iowa Leagues has gone to the book designer!  
At long last! When she is done laying out the book, the Johnson County 19th Amendment 
Commemoration Committee will know what the selling price of the book will be so that we 
can advertise the book for sale to League members and others.  Such an advertisement will 
be via the LWVIA webpage and Facebook, with ordering information, so keep your eyes 
open for it!  In the meantime, here is an excerpt from the Legislation chapter of the book 
about “gin marriages”, a hot topic for regulation in the late 1920s. The League was involved 
in the creation of the resulting legislation. Here’s the story, just one of many in the book… 

Dorothy Schramm*, a founder of the Burlington League (now disbanded), may have written 
the following in or near 1935: “After WWI, with the relaxation of tension for the conflict, there 
was an accompanying relaxation of the code of morals of young people … with plenty of 
money, and [bootleg] liquor and marriage licenses easy to obtain, many hasty or ‘gin 
marriages’ occurred. Social welfare workers became alarmed at the possible results.” They 
worried the trend would lead to divorce, unwanted children, even domestic abuse. It was 
thought that a waiting period between the application for a marriage license and the date of 
the marriage would make a hasty marriage more difficult. 

Neighboring states Illinois, Minnesota, Nebraska, and Wisconsin already had waiting period 
laws, and they wanted Iowa to have one as well to keep their young people from crossing the 
state line to get married quickly or under the influence of alcohol. The state League’s 
Legislative Committee began work in 1930 on a waiting period bill. It was crafted, reviewed 
by an attorney paid for by the League, and presented to legislators for their consideration. 
The bill, with a five-day waiting period, was passed in 1932, but it was repealed the next year 
due to opposition from florists and preachers! 

In 1935, a bill directed toward the same end was drafted, but with a three-day waiting period 
and a required health examination. It passed and was in effect for several decades. Only the 
three-day waiting period survived to present times. No health examination or blood test, the 
latter a requirement from a 1941 pre-marital health bill, is required today. 

The Legislation chapter of the centennial history book is a narrative of the 323 laws and 
constitutional amendments that the League alone or in collaboration with others got passed 
in the Iowa Legislature.  Bills that the League worked successfully to defeat are included in the 
chapter as well.  For quick reference, all the legislation is also contained in list form in an 
appendix. 

It has been a three-year journey, and the end is in sight!  Thank you to all Leaguers who have 
helped in this effort to honor people, the League processes, and the products of League 
study, action, and persistence.       

Linda Meloy, Book Author 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Many Iowa-based newspapers have been covering the “Suffragist Spotlight: Profiles of 
Courage and Persistence,” which focuses on Iowa suffragists whose histories were unwritten.  
The 22 profiles and five stores are being released bi-weekly on our web page; news releases 
regarding publication of these 27 profiles and stories were distributed to 134 Iowa 
newspapers last fall.  If your local newspaper is not printing the stories, please communicate 
with your editor and apprise him/her the stories are available at the bottom of our web page; 
free to access and publish. 

Our two 1913-1920 replica Suffrage Wagons, one for display purposes and one suitable for 
parade usage, have been shown several times in Iowa.  Organizations and cities can request 
to reserve a Suffrage Wagon by going to our web page (https://19th-Amendment-
Centennial.org).  Finally, 19th Amendment-related clothing merchandise and our 
commemorative 16” x 20” poster featuring Carrie Chapman Catt and designed by illustrator 
Gary Kelley are available to order via our web page. 

Once our new-normal life resumes, I’ll communicate with you about the myriad of other 19th 
Amendment-related projects including: 1) the availability of A Century of Impact by Iowa 
Leagues (book written by Linda Meloy), 2) dates where nine different art museums, studios 
and galleries will be showcasing women’s art, 3) dates and names of Iowa colleges and 
universities where 19th Amendment-related speaker series/forums/campus conversations 
will occur, 4) details of the Iowa Women’s Foundation’s 24th Annual Luncheon (Oct. 9 – 
Coralville Marriott and Convention Center) and 5) 
specifics of the Not Done Distinguished Leadership 
Lecture to be held at UNI, which will strive to engage 
particularly younger generations with a forward-thinking 
focus on the next steps for voting rights issues and 
women's equality. 

During the trials and tribulations of COVID-19’s 
pandemic, remember as Christopher Robin -- a character 
created by A.A. Milne and of Winnie-the-Pooh fame -- 
once said: “You are braver than you believe, stronger than 
you seem and smarter than you think.” 

###
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