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League of Women Voters of Iowa Council 2014 
May 17, 2014 

Coralville Public Library, Coralville, Iowa 
1401 5th Street, Coralville, Iowa 

  
9:30 Registration 
10:00 Welcome 

Amy Campbell—Legislative Update 
Speaker- David Osterberg-Environmental Specialist 

Lunch by League of Women Voters of Johnson County 
Business Meeting 

More information to come 
2:30 adjournment  

  
Cost: $10   •  Registration:  Administrative Assistant: melissacahalan@yahoo.com  

We would like to have two members from each League to represent members.         
A nomination report and budget will be given and voted on.  This is a great 

opportunity for League newcomers to attend and learn more about League. 
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Vol. 70 

Membership, Leadership, Development 
Des Moines Botanical Center 

April 12,2014  •  10:00 am 

 

9:30 Registration and Coffee 

10:00 Welcome & Introduction-Tina Pace-State, Coordinator MLD 

10:15 Update on LWVIA-Bonnie Pitz, President, LWVIA 

10:30 What is MLD in Iowa?-Background & Current Model-Tina Pace & Panel 

11:00 How can we improve MLD in Iowa?-Iowa Coaches 

11:30-12:30 Lunch and Networking 

12:30 UN Conference on the Status of Women, Jan Beran, March 2014 

1:30 Action Plan for League 

2:00 Review of Day and Tour of Botanical Center 

 

We need representation from ALL 12 Local Leagues to keep our League membership 

strong.  This day will be useful for new members to learn about League across the 

State.  There is no cost-budget from2013 convention approved MLD work.  Register 

with Administrative Assistant Melissa Cahalan at melissacahalan@yahoo.com . 

mailto:dbpitz@iowatelecom.net
mailto:lwvdmetro@hotmail.com
mailto:melissacahalan@yahoo.com
mailto:amy@ialobby.com
mailto:craig@ialobby.com
mailto:melissacahalan@yahoo.com
mailto:melissacahalan@yahoo.com
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Greetings,   

I am writing for the Spring Voter and I wish there were more signs of spring.  I do see robins around my 

town so surely spring will soon arrive.  It will be great fun to wear sandals and capris again.                                                                                                                                              

We had quite a successful Lobby Day on February 18, 2014 and we had another opportunity to lobby for 

water quality on March 18.  “Clean Water is like Gold!”  We passed out chocolate gold nuggets and the 

2014 League Priorities, our League Statement on Water Quality and membership materials.  The event 

lasted from 9:00 to 1:00 and our League table was extremely busy with legislators, students, 

environmentalists and the general public.  Everybody wanted to know what was League doing working on 

Water Quality?  Our participation was very welcome.  We could not have been happier about the support 

we received for working on water quality and will “continue the fight,” in 2015. 

Very happy news to be found in the Des Moines Register, on 3-6-14.  “Judge rejects ineligible voter 

efforts.  A rule to identify noncitizens exceeded the law,” the court said.  Judge Scott D. Rosenberg found 

Secretary of State Schultz exceeded his authority.  The order invalidates the rule and assesses costs 

associated with the case to Schultz’s office.  The ruling comes from a lawsuit brought by the American 

Civil Liberties Union of Iowa and the League of United Latin American Citizens of Iowa.  “The long-

fought decision today affirms that the Secretary of State may not avoid the legislative process in executing 

the duties of his office,” ACLU of Iowa Legal Director Rita Bettis said in a statement. “The SAVE 

database was not designed to provide an accurate, reliable, or a complete check on the citizenship of 

registered voters, and its use for such was never approved by the Iowa General Assembly.”  She added, 

“The right to vote is fundamental and should never be used as a divisive tool for political gain.” 

This decision is supportive of the League’s efforts to make sure voting rights are ensured and every eligible 

voter votes.  Elections need to be free, fair and accessible.  League attended numerous hearings and spoke 

out about League Principles, “every citizen should be protected in the right to vote…”  We applaud this 

decision and look forward to our continuing efforts to register US Citizens so that they may participate in 

the Democratic Process.  

More happy news to pass on, the League is planning some special upcoming events to mark on your 

calendar.  On Saturday, April 12, 2014 we will have a Membership, Leadership, Development Gathering at 

the Botanical Center in Des Moines.  The 2014 LWVIA Council is coming early on May 17, 2014.  Find 

some spring outfits to wear and celebrate another year of League.  The work done across the state of Iowa 

on the Ag Study, Legislative Coffees, Lobbying Efforts, special local presentations and speakers and 

preparation for Annual Meetings is mind boggling.  Thank you League members for keeping League 

VERY RELEVANT in this fast changing world. 

Bonnie Pitz 
President LWVIA 

 
 

 

The League of Women Voters of Johnson County and 

members of the Johnson County delegation met at the 

Capitol on Tuesday. We enjoyed meeting with the 

group and I will attend their legislative forum on 

Saturday. — With Representatives Mary Mascher, 

Vicki Lensing, Sally Stutsman, Senator Bob Dvorsky 

and Dave Jacoby,  

League members:  Gaylen Wobeter, Nancy Porter, Pat 

Jensen, Rachel Graber,President Barb Beaumont JC, 

Stacia Scott, Danielle Holliday 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-Johnson-County/116031081791915
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mary-Mascher/112470145431728
https://www.facebook.com/vicki.lensing.3
https://www.facebook.com/bob.dvorsky
https://www.facebook.com/dave.jacoby.14
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NATIONAL CCOMMISSION ON VOTING RIGHTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 

In 2005, the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, on behalf of the civil rights community, convened and staffed 

the National Commission on the Voting Rights Act (NCVRA), an eight-member blue ribbon panel which produced a fact-

based report:  Protecting Minority Voters:  the Voting Rights Act at Work 1982-2005₁.  The bipartisan panel of academics, 

civil rights leaders, former legislators, and Justice Department officials which comprised the NCVRA held a series of 10 

regional hearings across the country, receiving testimony from over 100 witnesses which included voting rights attorneys, 

social scientists, civil rights organizations, voting rights advocates, and voters.  During the 2005-06 process of reauthorizing 

Section 5 and other provisions of the Voting Rights Act (VRA), Congress requested that the Commission provide its entire 

record to Congress-which included the report and accompanying three thousand page record-and the three National 

Commissioners testified before Congress in support of the report’s findings.  The NCVRA’s findings were included in the 

House Judiciary Committee Report and in lower court decisions involving constitutional challenges to Section 5. 

 

In light of the current circumstances, including the Supreme Court effectively nullifying Section 5 in Shelby County v. Holder, 

the widespread enactment of restrictive voting laws, and numerous election administration and electoral reform challenges, 

the Lawyers’ Committee will reconvene and staff the National Commission on Voting Rights (2013-14 Commission).  The 

Lawyers’ Committee will use many of the successful elements of the 2005 Commission and make some modifications that 

reflect both lessons from past experience and changed needs. 

 

THE 2013-14 COMMISSION 

The Lawyers’ Committee, in close collaboration with state and local organizations, will organize the 2013-14 hearings.  

Similar to the 2005 Commission, the 2013-14 Commission will be composed of a seven to nine member, diverse blue-ribbon 

panel where each member has a commitment of voting rights.  Whereas the 2005 Commission will also examine electoral 

administration and reform issues because of the increased interest concerning these issues throughout the country and the 

need to draw similarities and differences in voter experiences depending on their state of residence. 

 

GOALS OF THE 2013-14 COMMISSION 
The Commission will conduct fact finding hearings across the country that will look closely at the record of discrimination, 

election administration problems, voter registration procedures, and other challenges that voters are facing.  The testimony, 

facts, and data gathered in the field hearings as well as state-specific documentary research will be compiled into 

comprehensive reports.  The Commission will write two reports:  one report on voting discrimination and another on 

election administration and electoral reform.  The reports and the records from the hearings will be made available to 

anyone seeking reform or improve existing voting laws including but not limited to policymakers, advocates, and the voting 

public.   

FORMAT 

The Lawyers’ Committee will reach out to our partners in each of the states to work with the Commission in organizing the 

hearings.  In addition to National Commissioners, we will invite local leaders to serve as guest commissioners.  Voting 

attorneys, grassroots leaders, social scientists, and the public will be invited to testify.  The hearings will be organized with 

Commissioners as questioners an panels of witnesses providing testimony.  Each witness will be asked to submit a written 

statement (with the length at the discretion of each witness) in advance of the hearing.  During the hearing, witnesses will 

give oral testimony based on their written statement.  Commissioners sitting on the panel will ask questions on specific 

issues relating to each witnesses oral and written testimony.  The hearings will also include periodic open sessions for 

audience members and voters to speak about their voting experience.  Hearings will be held from October 2013 to spring 

2014  

 

₁ http://www.lawyerscommittee.org/admin/voting_rights/documents/files/0023.pdf  

 
The Iowa group helping to organize the Kansas City Regional Hearing includes: Bonnie Pitz, President of the LWVIA, Rita 
Bettis, Legal Counsel for Iowa ACLU, Christie Gerken, Disability Rights Iowa, and Sue Dinsdale, Iowa Citizen Action 
Network (ICAN).  Erandi Zamora is the main organizer for the District of Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri, the 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.  The tentative date for the Hearing in Kansas City is April 22, 2014.  More 
information will be distributed as it becomes available. 

http://www.lawyerscommittee.org/admin/voting_rights/documents/files/0023.pdf
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Mark your Calendars for these Future Dates! 
 
April 12—Membership, Leadership, Development Gathering—Des Moines Botanical Garden  10:00 
May 3—LWVIA Board Meeting—Marshalltown—Public Library 10:00 
May 17—LWVIA Council—Coralville Public Library, Coralville, Iowa 
June 6-10 LWVUS National Convention, Dallas Texas 
July 26—LWVIA Board Meeting  
August 23—Leadership/Officer Training 
September 20—Issues Briefing 
 

 

Travel to Cuba with League 
 

The League of Women Voters of Florida Education Fund hosts week-long delegation visits to Cuba 
under a special people to people license. 

All League members, both men and women, are eligible to attend, and the Florida League plans 
to organize five more trips in 2014:  March 9-15, May 3-9, October 13-19, November 10-16, and 
December 8-14. 

In order to ensure that League members from all across the country are able to participate, they 
are offering a special promotion.  For every member from our League who travels with them, 
they will give $50 to our League’s Education Fund. 

To learn more about the Florida League’s “Sisters Across the Straits” program, please visit: 

http://www.thefloridavoter.org/events/sisters-across-the-straits . 

 

  
 

http://www.thefloridavoter.org/events/sisters-across-the-straits
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Modernization of HIV Law Moves Forward in the Legislature 

By Karen Person, Co-Chair of LWVIA Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee 
 
 

In September of 2013, the LWVIA Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee suggested legislative priorities in their 
area to the LWVIA Board.  Approved were several priorities including, “Increase public safety by decreasing overuse 
of incarceration” which included the bullet, “Modernize penalties for HIV transmission toward increasing public 
safety as recommended by the IA Dept. of Public Health.”  This legislative session has been busy regarding this law, 
with such groups as the Iowa Attorney General’s Dept of Justice, the Iowa Nurses Association, the Iowa Medical 
Society, Interfaith Alliance of IA Action Fund, American Civil Liberties Union of IA, League of Women Voters of IA, 
and “CHAIN” (Community HIV and Hepatitis Advocates of Iowa Network) all in support of modernization of the HIV 
transmission laws.   
 
At a Senate Judiciary subcommittee meeting on February 18, Karen Person spoke on behalf of League in support of 
the bill, and on March 11, Bonnie Pitz spoke at  the House Judiciary subcommittee meeting in support of the bill.  
Included in their remarks were the following: “There is no evidence that the current law is an effective deterrent.  In 
fact, there is evidence that suggests the current law discourages testing and undermines public health goals.  Iowa 
has some of the most severe penalties in the nation for HIV transmission and we have one of the highest rates of late 
testers of any state in the nation – 47%. Early testing and treatment work best to lower Iowa’s collective viral load 
so that fewer people become HIV infected.  The League of Women Voters of Iowa supports science-based prevention 
focusing on early testing of HIV as well as respect and communication between sexual partners as more effective 
than threats of prosecution in the prevention of HIV infection.”’ 

At this time, SF2297 has passed through the Senate, and has passed – in an amended form – through the House 
Judiciary committee.  If the amended version is passed by the full House this week (funnel week), then the Senate 
and House will attempt to find a version both chambers can support.  This bill exemplifies the process of 
compromise and negotiation that are part of the “art” of legislating.  This bill also exemplifies how perseverance can 
make a difference.  Tami Haught, organizer of the CHAIN group and a speaker at our 2013 LWVIA Issues Briefing, 
has been at the Capitol week after week for several sessions speaking with legislators on the need for modernization 
of the law, while telling her story and the stories of others impacted by the current law.  We can all learn a lesson 
from Tami on the importance of not giving up on our issues.  It was League’s founder, Carrie Chapman Catt who said, 
“To the wrongs that need resistance, to the right that needs assistance, to the future in the distance, give yourselves.” 

Note: Senate file 2297 unanimously passed the House Judiciary Committee, clearing a key procedural deadline to 
keep it viable on 3-12-14. The bill may not be debated on the House floor.  The version approved 3-12-14 differs 
from the version approved in the Senate, potentially setting up negotiations between the chambers on a bill that 
would go to Gov. Terry Branstad to be signed into law.   
  

On Line Voter Registration-B. Pitz 
Senate OK’s Online Voter Registration- A bill permitting electronic voter registration from an internet site overseen 
by the Iowa Secretary of State was approved by the Senate Monday 3-3-14 on a 48-0 vote.   Senate file 2278, which 
goes to the House, would allow Iowans to register electronically by completing an application form that would 
include all the information currently required of prospective voters on printed forms.   Sen. Jeff Danielson D-Cedar 
Falls, said, “The legislation would modernize Iowa’s election system through an online system that would be 
operated by appropriate security.”   Senator Danielson submitted this legislation.   The League nationally supports 
online Voter Registration, currently 22 states have the system in place and operational.   The Brennan Legal Center, 
in New York, did some work in this area and an article from the Pew Charitable Trust will be available on our 
lwvia.org website.   Understanding Online Voter Registration 
  
League is working actively with our Lobbyists and subcommittee representatives to move this bill forward.  The bill 
did not get out of subcommittee in the House.  We spoke to the 3 members of the subcommittee and gave them the 
article from the Pew Charitable Trust.  We will pursue this legislation in 2015.   
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Lobby Day 2014 

League had a successful experience this year on Lobby Day, February 18, 2014.  The day started in the Jessie 

Parker Building, Grant Room, this is just north of the Capitol. Representatives from Ames, Black Hawk-Bremer, 

Johnson County, Jasper County and Metro Des Moines Leagues attended.  We had 19 hard working Leaguers and 

two Univ. of Iowa students join us in our efforts. .  Amy Campbell gave an update on the issues that League is 

following.  We were pleased to learn the Shackling of Pregnant Prisoners and HIV Modernization were making 

good progress.  Guest speakers, Steve Falck, Environmental Law and Policy Center and Ralph Rosenberg, Iowa 

Environmental Council, gave us the talking points to focus on with the issue of water quality.  They focused on a 

needed timelines, measureable goals, accountability, and the necessity of reducing nitrates by at least 45%.  The 

Nutrient Reduction Strategy was also discussed.  We tried to keep the focus on water quality, support for mental 

health funding and women’s health issues.  Our discussions often addressed the topics of shackling and HIV 

modernization.  This year a number of other topics that League has supported strongly also popped up such as 

payday lending.  Many of the Leagues had lunch with their local representatives and senators and had a chance to 

discuss items in more details.  We used sticky notes to identify legislators in different committees such as Ag and 

Natural Resources or Environmental Protection. The League lobbyists picked the sticky notes for members of the 

legislature they wanted to visit with. We tried to make sure that League members talked to as many legislators as 

possible and did not all talk to the same person.  Because funnel week had been moved up, the legislature was very 

busy with committee meetings.  When we did speak to our representatives and senators, they were gracious in 

giving us time to share our views.  A number of our League members attended committee meetings, always an 

enlightening experience.  At about 2:30 the entire group convened in the ground floor cafeteria to review the day.  

It was too noisy to share so attendees wrote up their experience for the day and sent the reports in.  The consensus 

is that it will be better to meet earlier in the year in 2015 so that we do not run into funnel week.  We felt very 

positive about the contacts we made and see a good deal of support for improving water quality in Iowa.  Capitol 

Reports from Amy and Craig will keep you up to speed on how League Priorities are doing.    B. Pitz 

 

History of Water Quality Work in Iowa by League 
By Judie Hoffman 

 

Once again this year the LWVIA is working to protect Iowa's water sources.  The League has a long history of working on 

water legislation on the national and state levels going back many decades. The League's citizen activists helped pass the 

landmark Clean Water Act in the early 1970s and worked to protect, expand and strengthen it through the 1990s. Water 

issues, from groundwater protection to agriculture runoff to the Safe Drinking Water Act, have energized League leaders, 

especially at the local level for decades. Iowa League members are no exception.  The following are just a few of the water 

issues we have worked on in Iowa in more recent times. 

 

1987- worked for passage of the  Iowa Groundwater Protection bill which provided for education, research and demonstration 

projects.  It placed restrictions on use of agricultural chemicals and placed fees on the sale of pesticides and nitrogen 

fertilizers.  In addition it provided funds for the Leopold Center at Iowa State University and Iowa Hygenics Lab. 

1989- Worked to Establish the Resource Enhancement and Protection Act in Iowa (REAP).     

1991- worked on the Recycling and Waste Reduction bill that promoted policies dealing with the recycling of household 

hazardous waste which included safe treatment, storage, and disposal. 

1997- worked to keep home rule (local control) for siting of hog lots, but was unsuccessful. 

2002- worked to limit amount of manure that can be spread on agricultural land depending on phosphorous level to improve 

water quality. 

2006- fought against construction of livestock confinements operations in vulnerable areas where pollution of ground or 

surface water may occur and worked to bring Iowa into compliance with the U.S. Clean Water Act. 

2008- helped pass legislation requiring septic tanks to be inspected when property is sold to assure that they are functioning 

correctly to keep sewage from lakes, streams and underground water. 

2009- worked to prevent future flooding in Iowa by requiring better land management 
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 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF IOWA 

 

                     IOWA’S WATER RESOURCES NEED MORE PROTECTION 

 

The League of Women Voters of Iowa urges the Iowa Legislature to strengthen Iowa’s 

water programs to clean up our waterways  

 

Iowa recently adopted a plan called the Nutrient Reduction Strategy to clean up our 

water, but no goals or timelines have been set by the Iowa Department of Agriculture 

(IDALS) to carry out this plan.  Science based  standards called “numeric nutrient 

criteria” have been proposed by Iowa environmental groups to implement the plan but 

not endorsed by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.  Presently the Nutrient 

Reduction Strategy is being carried out only on a voluntary basis. The League calls on 

the state to set numeric standards for acceptable levels of nitrogen and phosphorus 

pollution in Iowa's lakes and waterways so we can measure whether we are making 

improvements.  We encourage the state to set goals so we can move forward in a 

timely manner to remove high levels of nitrogen and phosphorus from our lakes and 

streams. Voluntary programs are good, but not enough by themselves if we are to 

cleanup and protect water sources and recreational areas in a timely manner.  

 

RESOURCE  ENHANCEMENT AND PROTECTION (REAP) 

 

LWVIA has supported fully funding Iowa’s REAP program at $20 million since its 

inception almost 25 years ago. This goal has never been realized, but the need to invest 

in more watershed programs to protect Iowa’s drinking water, streams and fisheries is 

greater today than 25 years ago.  

 

WATERSHED IMPROVEMENT REVIEW BOARDS 

 

The LWV of Iowa supports increased funding for Watershed Improvement Review 

Boards to allocate grants for water quality and flood prevention.  The League of Women 

Voters of the United States has long supported funding for watershed projects as does 

the LWV of Iowa. 

Prepared by Advocacy Chair—Judie Hoffman, Ames, LWV 
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How to Archive your Local League Material 

Information submitted by Geri Perrault 

Contact: Janet Weaver 

Assistant Curator 

Iowa Women’s Archives 

University of Iowa Libraries 

Iowa City, Iowa 52242-1420 

Phone: 319.335.5068 

Fax 319.335.5900 

http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/iwa/ 

Here are links to other League records preserved in the Iowa Women’s Archives: 

LWV Iowa:  http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0020 

LWV Johnson County:  http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0021 

LWV Metropolitan Des Moines:  http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0243 

LWV Muscatine:  http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0205 

LWV Mount Vernon-Lisbon:  http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0205 

Digital scrapbook of the Iowa suffrage movement: http://sdrc.lib.uiowa.edu/exhibits/suffrage/ 

 

 

  

51st LWVUS National Convention 

Power: Our Voices  Our Votes 

Dallas, Texas   •  Omni Dallas Downtown Hotel   •  June 6-11, 2014 
  

Check the National website for details but some important items include: 

Cost: Registration $335 includes trainings, briefings, general session, networking, banquet & program. 

Online registration deadline--May 23, 2014   •  (additional cost if late registration $385 on site) 

Hotel booking deadline is May 12, 2014 

Save your receipt for registration so that one person from each League can be reimbursed for cost from LWVIA 

                                      

http://www.lib.uiowa.edu/iwa/
http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0020
http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0021
http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0243
http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0205
http://collguides.lib.uiowa.edu/?IWA0205
http://sdrc.lib.uiowa.edu/exhibits/suffrage/

