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THE VOTER 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF IOWA 

LWVIA Calendar of Coming Events 
February 22: LWVIA Capitol Day, Legislative Dining Room, Des Moines
March 11: LWVIA Board Meeting, Wikiup Learning Center, Toddville
May 13: LWVIA Board Meeting, Wikiup Learning Center, Toddville
June 9 - 10: LWVIA Convention, Grinnell College, Grinnell
June 22 - 25: LWVUS Council, National Conference Center, Leesburg, VA

Award to LWVIA for Voting Rights Work 
The LWVIA was honored when the ACLU of Iowa presented League with the 
prestigious Edward S. Allen Award at their Bill of Rights Brunch on November 
12, 2016.  The Edward S. Allen Award was created by the ACLU of Iowa to 
recognize Iowans who are long-time civil liberties heroes.  It is named after the 
founder of the ACLU of Iowa, Edward S. Allen, an Iowa State University math 
professor and pioneer civil libertarian who dedicated his life to social justice.  
The Allen Award is given only in years where there is one or more appropriate 
recipients who have shown sustained contributions to advance civil liberties in 
our state.  The ACLU stated, “The Iowa League of Women Voters has been a 
stalwart, active, highly effective partner and supporter of our voting rights efforts 
in the state for decades, most recently filing an amicus brief in the Griffin v. Pate 
ex-felon voting rights case in front of the Iowa Supreme Court which was 
authored on its behalf by the Brennan Center.” 

Above Photo of LWVIA Board with the ACLU of Ia. Award, Seated: Mary 
Rae Bragg. president of LWVIA, holding the Edward S. Allen Award from 
ACLU, and Polly Horton, vice-president of LWVIA. Front row standing: Bev 
Ver Steegh, Bonnie Pitz, and Terese Grant. Back row: Mary Ann Nelson, Nancy 
Porter, Sue Wilson, Linda Meloy, and Gaylen Wobeter.
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President’s Message 
from Mary Rae Bragg, LWVIA President 

“May you live in interesting times.” (Doesn’t that have a much nicer ring to it than 
“Good luck with that”?) 

That is definitely where we are these days in Iowa as our state legislature begins 
consideration on a number of bills that fell by the wayside in previous sessions.  
Without the balance that occurs when both parties control a chamber of the General 
Assembly, we can expect to see a number of proposed laws coming back for 
consideration, bills no longer thwarted by the opposition.  

Without a majority of lawmakers to routinely support League positions in either 
chamber or the governor’s office, the League of Women Voters of Iowa has to step up 
its game.  

We can no longer be content to simply encourage friendly legislators. One and all, we have to become educators. 
Passion cannot rule the day. Facts must be researched, ramifications explained, with the end result hopefully being a 
better informed, more inclusive debate that will win the day for our causes. 

So, how to do that? Two essential possibilities come to mind; one, a singular effort with visual impact and the other, 
a behind-the-scenes, dogged determination fueled by laser-like passion. 

The first of those is League’s annual Capitol Day, February 22 in Des Moines. League lobbyist Amy Campbell is 
readying the particulars and we’ll soon be getting that information to you. One thing we do know -- besides the one-
on-one lobbying that we will be doing with elected officials -- is that every League member will be wearing a bright 
yellow sash, similar to the ones worn by our foremothers nearly 100 years ago when they were conducting their 
valiant struggle for women’s voting rights. I don’t know about you, but that sash alone is enough to get me excited 
about standing in League under the Capitol dome! So make plans today to join us, confident that yours is the voice 
and the conversation that can, and will, make a difference! 

The second possibility for making a difference comes in the project your board of directors has undertaken to create 
four more advocacy committees. These committees would be long-term, each one focused on either voting rights, 
gun safety, women’s health or environment. Their function would be modeled on the Iowa League’s successful, well-
regarded Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee. 

Each committee’s job would be to study League positions and principles, apply them to proposed legislation, 
communicate with League members and officials about their findings and generally make sure that our organization 
and lobbyists are communicating well on issues of concern.  

Regardless of what happens during the current legislative year, your board feels these are issues that will continue to 
resonate with Iowans for years to come. Do you have a particular passion for one of these areas? Let your local 
League president or me know. We’ll get you answers to your questions, encourage you to take part and celebrate 
with you as these committees become reality. 

2017 is our “interesting time” and right now is the time to live it well by making the move to participate more 
dynamically in League…and encouraging others to join and do so, too! 
See you February 22! 

Yours in League,   
Mary Rae 
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Halfway to Spring, the LWVIA TIF Study 
Committee continues to review Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) in Iowa as the study enters the 
homestretch. Committee members have studied 
dozens of papers, searched the Internet and 
conducted interviews with local and state 
professionals who are experts about the subject to 
learn how TIF is used in the state.

The volume of information on the subject is vast. The 
committee is adhering to the timeline adopted early 
in the process (reported to League members via this 
publication by Lauris Olson in Spring 2016). Three 
committee members provided the LWVIA Board an 
update at its January meeting in Toddville. Barbara 
Beaumont, TIF Study chair and LWVJC member; 
Kathy Kahoun, President, Des Moines Metro League; 
and Lauris Olson, Story County and Ames League. 

Committee members have drafted a report that 
provides TIF background, timeline, history, 
expanding use, in some cases shifting tax burdens, 
school aid funding, new uses, reporting requirements, 
sunset dates, as well as concerns. Currently, interview 
comments are being woven into the report narrative 
to provide readers context. The report will be posted 
to the LWVIA website for members to review and 
local Leagues to use for membership meetings about 
TIF. 

In Iowa, TIF may be used for either a) urban renewal 
or b) economic development purposes. The Iowa 
Legislature adopted Tax Increment Financing (Iowa 
Code 403) in 1957 to improve areas designated as slum 
and blight. In 1969, a mechanism to finance TIF was 
added. In 1985, the law was expanded allowing use for 
economic development purposes. The law was 
amended again in 1995 creating a 20-year sunset for 
economic development purposes; and reporting 
requirements were added in 2003, 2006 and 2012. 

The committee discovered prior to 1985, the use of 
public funds to support private development was not 
allowed. TIF use has grown as communities faced 
increased competition for capital development. In 

the 21st century the number of TIF urban renewal 
areas increased 43 percent, from 1,125 to 1,614 areas; 
and the taxable TIF value more than doubled, 
accounting for nearly $300 million in property tax 
revenues in fiscal year 2014. 

As reported earlier, the local League members don’t 
have to look far to find a nearby TIF. Two counties, 
Johnson and Polk, have the highest percentage of TIF 
valuation in the state. Other research reveals:  

•Iowa Legislative Service Agency’s August 2014 
report lists only four counties that do not have 
any TIF districts within their boundaries. 
•In the remaining 95 counties, the percentages of 
land valuations currently included in a TIF 
district range from 1 to 43 percent. 
•Of the 338 public school districts in Iowa, 262 
had TIF valuations within the school boundaries. 
•3,871 wind turbines are located in Iowa the date 
of the legislative report, with the revenue from 
the increase in most of the turbines’ valuations 
being deflected into county TIF districts.

Committee members plan to host information 
sessions designed to apprise members and the public 
about TIF use. The Johnson County League’s Sunday 
Speaker Series on Jan. 29 will feature Iowa’s 
economist Dave Swenson, Iowa State University 
professor. His presentation, “Iowa’s Economy & 
Economic Consequences / Tradeoffs of TIF,” will be 
held from 2 – 3 p.m. at the Iowa City Public Library, 
123 S. Linn Street. The session will be broadcast live 
on the library’s cable channel and videotaped. The 
presentation will be available online and a link will be 
forwarded.  

The committee is preparing Concurrence Positions 
that will be forwarded to Iowa Leagues in the near 
future, as well as a final draft of the report that will be 
available online at www.LWVIA.org. Iowa Leagues 
should have ample time to consider the issue before 
the Iowa LWV Convention in Grinnell in June. 

*  *  *  *  *  *

TIF (Tax Increment Financing) Study Update  
by Linda Schreiber and the TIF Study Committee 
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Voter 
Registration 

Photos  
from 

Naturalization 
Ceremonies

Metro Des Moines LWV Registers 
800+ Voters during 2016 
by Karla Brizzi, LWV Metro Des Moines 

Voter registration has been a robust and successful experience for the League of 
Women Voters of Metropolitan Des Moines. We register hundreds of voters every 
year, and are proud in having registered over 800 voters in 2016! 

The purpose of the LWVMDM Voter Registration Committee is to facilitate voter 
registration in order to increase optimum voter turnout.  This is done by providing 
voter registration opportunities and developing partnerships with other civic groups 
that encourage voters to engage in the political process. 

New citizens are naturalized every month at the Federal Courthouse in Des Moines, 
and the LWVMDM is there to help them register to vote for the very first time as US 
citizens.  The naturalization ceremony, helmed by a judge, is a moving experience for 
the new citizens as well as their families and others who attend. This past year, the 
Iowa Secretary of State’s office has been a strong partner in these registration efforts
— they keep LWVMDM in the loop with the naturalization schedule and ensure that 
the new citizens stop by the League table right outside the courtroom to register. 
Without exception, these new citizens are eager to register and enthusiastic about their 
new voting responsibility. 

The LWVMDM has offered voter registration opportunities to many other pubic and 
private venues in the Des Moines Metro area. We partnered with the Des Moines 
Social Club in a series of informative events leading up to the 2016 election.  The 
LWVMDM was featured at all five of the DSM Social Club events, registering new 
voters and helping Des Moines newcomers update their registrations. A League voter 
registration table was available for all attendees at “I’ll Make Me a World in Iowa,” 
the annual event celebrating African American contributions to our state. We have 
also partnered with the Veteran’s Administration to do voter registration at the VA 
hospital, as well as at the Homes of Oakridge, a low-income housing complex in Des 
Moines.  We partnered with Drake University’s Law School to register voters on 
campus, with many of these registrations being change-of-addresses. During National 
Voter Registration Day/Week, LWVMDM conducted multiple registration events 
every day at public libraries, schools, and other venues. 

We continue to build on our efforts to recruit new League volunteers and find new 
partners. We have acquired some tricks that have contributed to our success in 
registering voters, including: 
• We print full page registration forms that are easy to read and use clip boards. 
• We train volunteers to look carefully at forms so that appropriate boxes are 

checked, printing is legible, the response to “county” is an Iowa county and not 
USA, and that there is a signature by the individual. 

• We deliver Polk County forms to the Polk County auditor 
• For non-Polk County residents, we mail voter registration forms to the appropriate 

county auditor. 
• We do not allow partisan shirts, buttons, or other partisan activities by our 

volunteers during the registration process. 
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2017 LWVIA Legislative Priorities 
VOTING RIGHTS 
• Stand in support of current voting laws for citizens who have the right to vote. 
• Build on the Secretary of State's online voter registrations system to allow all Iowans - including those 

without state-issued IDs and driver's licenses - to register to vote electronically by 2018. 
• Change Iowa's laws and constitution to restore voting rights to felons who have completed their criminal 

sentences. 

WATER QUALITY 
• Protect Iowa’s water resources by fully funding the Iowa Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation Fund 

and the Resource Enhancement and Protection (REAP) Program. 
• Provide funding to help Iowa's communities update their water and wastewater infrastructure. 

JUSTICE REFORMS 
• Provide greater judicial flexibility in sentencing by eliminating mandatory minimums. 
• Secure equal treatment under the law for all, regardless of race, ethnicity, or gender by fixing the crack/

powder cocaine penalty disparity and prohibiting employers from asking about criminal convictions at the 
time of application for employment. 

HEALTH CARE/MENTAL HEALTH 
• Enact laws and policies to ensure access to mental health services, address Iowa's mental health 

workforce shortage, and guarantee a continuum of mental health services are available throughout the 
state. 

Hundreds of citizens gathered in the Capitol on January 24 to show opposition to Senate File 2 
during the Judiciary subcommittee meeting.  Not only was there a standing-room-only crowd in 
Senate Room 22, but people also filled the hallways leading to the room.  SF2 would prevent 
providers of family planning services from receiving Medicaid funds for those services if the 
provider also provides abortion services.  The bill is aimed at Planned Parenthood but would also 
impact other providers.  LWVIA is registered as opposed to Senate File 2 and we encourage 
members to lobby their state legislators to oppose this bill.
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The following Letter-to-the-Editor printed in the Des Moines Register on January 10, 2017:

On January 24, Secretary of State Paul Pate (left) and SOS staff Carol Olson met with League of 
Women Voter representatives Mary Rae Bragg, (center forefront), Myrna Loehrlein (right), and Amy 
Campbell (far right) to have a respectful and candid conversation about proposed voter integrity and 
voter ID legislation. Bragg is president of LWVIA, Loehrlein is president of LWV of Linn County, 
and Campbell is lobbyist for LWVIA.

Voter ID Sets Up Unwarranted Barriers 
by Mary Rae Bragg, President of League of Women Voters of Iowa 

A near record-setting turnout for the 2016 general election apparently isn’t enough for Republicans who benefited most 
from that vote.  After seeing Republicans win the majority in both of Iowa’s legislative chambers, Iowans now face a 
serious attempt by their state government to require voters to provide proof of identity at any future election. 

So, “Our liberties we prize and our rights we will maintain,” but not at the ballot box? At best, requiring voter ID is a 
solution in search of a problem. Iowa’s county election officials work long and hard to ensure every vote is valid.  At 
worst, voter ID is a cynical ploy by majority leaders to disenfranchise groups of Americans thought to not vote in the 
“right” way.  On need look no further than Wisconsin to see the debacle that awaits when over-zealous “ballot 
guardians” implement voter ID legislation. 

We tell college students to act like good adults and engage in the democratic process, but then declare their school ID 
insufficient to prove their worthiness?  We revere elder citizens but once they are no longer able to drive, they’ll need 
another way to prove they are still alive?  We laud ourselves for being so inclusive but set up barriers to those whose 
lives are not the well-ordered, easily documented affairs we regard as “normal”?  Is this who we are? 

Members of the League of Women Voters of Iowa do not believe that.  Our organization was created nearly 100 years 
ago with the goal of making America a real democracy.  Heaven forbid Iowa’s state legislators pass vote ID and put one 
more nail in the voting rights coffin. 

*  *  *  *  *
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Finkenbinder Appointed as League Rep On 
Statewide Juvenile Justice Initiative 

Jo Ann Finkenbinder, Black Hawk-Bremer LWV 
member, will represent LWVIA on the Iowa 
Department of Human Rights, Criminal and Juvenile 
Justice planning team’s “SMART on Juvenile Justice 
Planning Initiative” as an advisory member.   

A $270,800 grant was awarded Iowa to develop a 
data-driven, statewide, juvenile justice strategic 
plan. The reform plan will include recommendations 
to improve public safety and outcomes for youth, 
their families, and the communities in which they 
live. In addition, the plan will detail how the state 
will reinvest the savings realized through reduced 
use of placing youth out of their homes and 
increased use of effective alternatives to out-of-
home placement to ensure reform efforts are 
sustained. 

The advisory team will identify ways to improve the 
current juvenile justice system and create a specific 
action plan to enact those improvements.  
Recommendations from the advisory team will be 
compiled and regularly provided to the leadership 
team which will make the final recommendations.  

It is a two year appointment and was made by Mary 
Rae Bragg, LWVIA President. 

Jo Ann is the former co-chair of the LWVIA 
Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee. She also 
assisted her local league with the LWVIA Juvenile 
Justice Study. Prior to retirement, she worked with 
youth shelters, juvenile detention facilities, 
psychiatric medical institutions for children and 
group homes for youth.    

Save the Date:  
LWVIA State Convention 

June 9 -10, 2017, Grinnell College 

The ACLU of Iowa 2016 Edward S. 
Allen Award to League of Women 

Voters of Iowa: 

“The Iowa League of Women Voters has been a stalwart, 
active, highly effective partner and supporter of our 
voting rights efforts in the state for decades, most recently 
filing an amicus brief in the Griffin v. Pate ex-felon 
voting rights case in front of the Iowa Supreme Court 
which was authored on its behalf by the Brennan Center.”
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League members, this is your opportunity for Legislative Advocacy! 

LWVIA Capitol Day 

Wednesday, February 22, 9:30 a.m.  
Iowa Capitol, Room 15, Legislative Dining Room, ground floor

Pre-Register with Mary Rae, bragg.maryrae388@gmail.com
This event is free, but we would appreciate your name & local league by February 20 so as to ensure sufficient materials 
and refreshments.  More information will be sent out soon.

League of Women Voters of Iowa - lwvia.org 
Karen Person, Administrative Assistant 
4345 Grand Avenue, Unit 1 
Des Moines, IA 50312 
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