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THE VOTER 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF IOWA 

Iowa Delegates at LWVUS Convention: 
13 Iowa League delegates attended the 52nd biennial National LWV Convention 
in Washington, D. C.  The four-day gathering of some 700 delegate League 
members from around the country set an agenda to focus on a Making 
Democracy Work® campaign. The League will fundamentally reshape our 
democracy by engaging millions more voters in the election process and 
strengthening the laws that govern money in politics, redistricting and voting 
rights so that it is free, fair and accessible to all. The Convention adopted 
strategies for greater member diversity, expanding our participation on key issues, 
and strengthening our effort to “reclaim our democracy and protect the right to 
vote.” In addition, delegates reinforced the League’s commitment to combat 
climate change and protect the environment, adopted strong statements on gun 
safety and DC statehood, and expanded its position on health care to include 
access to behavioral health services.  
Photo, front row: Syndy Conger, Myrna Loehrlein, Karen Person, Deborah Ann 
Turner, and Tam Prenosil. Back row: Devita Harden, Terese Grant, Karen Lewis, 
Jo Ann Finkenbinder, and Mary Ann Nelson. Not pictured: Jim Conger, Mary 
Rae Bragg, and Judy Dirks. 

LWVIA Calendar of Coming Events: 
July 30, 2016, 10 - 2, Cedar Rapids, LWVIA Board Meeting
August 20, 2016, LWVIA Board Retreat
September 27, 2016, National Voter Registration Day
October 8, 2016, LWVIA Issues Briefing
November 8, 2016, Election Day
February 22, 2017, LWVIA Capitol Day, Des Moines

Contact Mary Rae if needing details: #(563) 583-0525

mailto:bragg.maryrae388@gmail.com
mailto:pollyshorton@gmail.com
http://www.lwvia.org
mailto:bragg.maryrae388@gmail.com
mailto:pollyshorton@gmail.com
http://www.lwvia.org
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President’s Message 
from Mary Rae Bragg, LWVIA President 

Greetings from your LWVIA’s newest president! 

It was just a month ago that League’s State Council elected me to this position, and it is 
one that I am truly honored and excited about taking. If you are a regular reader of The 
Voter, good for you. I know you are getting important information from it and more 
than likely are using that information to do good things in and for your community. If 
this is your first look at The Voter, WELCOME! 

This newsletter’s contents are indicative of the varied and vital things that Iowa’s 
League of Women Voters are concerned with. Like democracy itself, it all begins with 
the vote. We continue the struggle that the League of Women Voters began nearly 100 
years ago to ensure that every American not only has the vote but uses it at every opportunity. There may be some 
Americans who take that right/responsibility for granted, but I can guarantee you that you won’t find a League member 
thinking that way!  

Do you care about environmental issues? So does the Iowa League. So much so that we are partners in the recently-
formed Upper Mississippi River Region Inter League Organization designed to improve water quality. Do you care 
about justice issues? We’ve been working for years to bring those issues to the attention of Iowa’s lawmakers who are 
in the position to correct injustice wherever it occurs in our state. If we in the League are guilty of any shortcoming, it’s 
that we don’t often enough talk about what we have accomplished and what we hope for the future of our great state. 
Hence, a personal commitment from the new president to take our light out from under that bushel basket and bring 
Iowa’s businesses on board as supporting friends who share our belief in American democracy.  

In 2020 we will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the League of Women Voters birth. We are starting now to plan 
a celebration that will truly do justice to our founding mothers, in particular Iowa’s own Carrie Chapman Catt. We will 
work on today’s issues with an eye to the future, inspired by those wonderful women whose grit and determination we 
can only hope to duplicate in some small way. I hope you will join us in those exiting days to come! 

Yours in League,  Mary Rae 

Your one-stop shop for election information!
www.vote411.org

League’s VOTE411.org voter guide not only gives voters information about 
the candidates, but it is also a resource to find your polling place and build 
your ballot with our online voters' guide.  With the guide, voters can see the 
races on their ballot and compare candidates' positions side-by-side. 

http://www.vote411.org
http://VOTE411.org
http://www.vote411.org
http://VOTE411.org


      Summer 2016 Volume #79 Page  �    3

Convention 
Photos:

First Convention Experience   
by Judy Dirks, Metro Des Moines LWV Delegate 

Attending the national League convention for the first time was a great experience for 
me!  Meeting and interacting with so many like-minded delegates (over 750) was 
exciting, and the atmosphere  in Washington, DC, was inspiring.  I found the speakers 
very moving, and I totally enjoyed the entertainment by the comedy group, Capitol 
Steps, along with the concluding banquet.  

I was glad that I had done some pre-convention homework, because the material 
covered in sessions was massive.  I often referred to the official convention booklet to 
keep things straight, and I soon learned the difference between caucuses, roundtables, 
Q & A’s, and plenary sessions.  It is a good thing that I attended a “newcomer” event 
the first evening to brush up on Robert’s Rules of Order, because those were followed 
precisely in meetings.  The Iowa delegation ended up sitting by microphone #4, so I 
was able to observe people lining up to speak during discussion and debate sessions.  
These sessions became lively at times!   

It was wonderful to participate in an event where all attending were truly dedicated, 
passionate, and inspired.  I enjoyed learning of individual activities going on in 
Leagues all over the country, and I gladly shared stories of the good work being done 
in the Des Moines Metro League as well as all Iowa Leagues. 

Ari Berman:  
the Last and Best Course at the Convention Banquet 
by Syndy Conger, Johnson County LWV Delegate 

A long line snaked around the pre-Banquet reception room.  Dozens of League members were waiting to purchase their 
signed copies of the banquet speaker and investigative journalist Ari Berman’s new book, Give Us the Ballot.  Declared one 
of the best books of 2015 by the New York Times, NPR and others, it updates our understanding of the history of the Voting 
Rights Act from its signing in August of 1965 to the present.  In the scant hour that he spoke without any visible notes before 
him, Berman offered League members a compelling Cliff’s Notes version.  He traced some of the many hard-won court 
victories necessary to enforce the new law and the increasing anger and sophistication of its opponents.  He depicted the 
2008 election as a culmination and a turning point for the VRA.  Shortly after the election of America’s first African-
American President, a new constitutional challenge to the Act began to make its way from state courts to the United States 
Supreme Court, where Section 4 (according to Civil Rights veteran John Lewis, “its heart and soul”) was invalidated in 
2013.  Since then seventeen states have passed laws restricting voting rights, a process Berman continues to track.  In 
closing, he gave the League a final tribute as his frequent most reliable information source on the ground.  The League 
thanked him with a standing ovation, reminded that their work is not yet done.

Devita, Jo Ann, & Judy

Deb, Karen, & Tam

Mary Ann, Myrna, & JoAnn
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Local Action for Global Concerns:  
The Water/Climate Nexus Convention Caucus 
by Mary Ann Nelson, Linn County LWV Delegate, Board member from Iowa for LWV UMRR-ILO 

At the early Saturday morning Water/Climate caucus at the 
convention, Chairperson Gretchen Sabel, announced the 
formal formation of a LWV multi-state watershed group or 
ILO (Inter-League Organization) called UMRR (Upper 
Mississippi River Region.)  She gave a brief history of ILOs as 
well as the specifics of UMRR.  By states joining together 
with a common cause, their shear numbers can have a greater 
impact.  Gretchen mention that most of the first year was spent 
getting organized by incorporating the organization, seeking 
the ILO recognition by the LWVUS and obtaining our 501(C)
(3) status. 

Make certain to make a note on your calendar that there will be 
an Annual meeting in LaCrosse next spring as all are invited to 
attend.  If anyone is interested in serving on a state-wide, water 
committee that will represent Iowa, please let me, Sue Wilson 
(wilsonsue@mchsi,com), or Tam Prenosil 
(potpren@mchsi,com) know since this is now forming.  There may be people who are not league members who may find 
this their inspiration to join or be involved. 

Gretchen was then honored to introduce the keynote speaker who was so positively inspirational.  Former under-
Secretary of the Interior, Lynn Scarlett, spoke to a very large group of LWV convention attendees  addressing the 
interrelatedness of water issues and climate change, and how it was the top concern.  She now serves as The Nature 
Conservancy’s Global Policy Director.  

Scarlett’s message was essentially that the U. S. has a huge problem in trying to resolve the aging infrastructure because it 
is both significant and the funding to address the problem is not there.  So she spoke of “green infrastructure” which 
simply stated is using nature’s own cleaning systems purposely for clean water and safe drinking water.  We also need to 
examine market-based solutions such as partnerships between public and private entities expanding our investments in 
green infrastructure.  After listening to Scarlett’s speech, you really felt it was plausible to clean up our water and enjoy the 
resulting environmental changes. 

Additionally, during the Plenary sessions of Convention, the following three climate change related resolutions passed: 
1) The LWVUS consider signing onto an Amicus Brief with the 21 youth plaintiffs from Our Children’s Trust 
2) The LWVUS support the ratification of the UN COP 21 Paris Agreement, and 
3) The LWVUS should continue working for full implementation of the EPA Clean Power Plan, especially at the state 
level, as a first step, and should call on the White House to implement an updated science-based Climate Action Plan. 

Upper Mississippi River Region ILO

Dinner out for the Iowa delegation at a 
French restaurant provided delegates 
time to socialize and recount the day’s 
highlights. After dinner, a performance 
by Capitol Steps gave us comic relief.  
Pictured front row: Mary Rae Bragg, 
Donna Fowler (Wisconsin), Judy Dirks, 
Jo Ann Finkenbinder, and Devita 
Harden. Back row: Terese Grant, 
Karen Person, Myrna Loehrlein, Mary 
Ann Nelson, and Karen Lewis.
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Why Lobby Congress? 
Because you have a right to be heard 
by Dr. Deborah Ann Turner, newly elected LWVUS Board Member  

Whether	  you	  are	  an	  experienced	  lobbyist,	  a	  concerned	  citizen	  who	  
has	  never	  dreamed	  of	  lobbying,	  or	  someone	  who	  has	  an	  issue	  to	  
press	  for	  their	  organization,	  it	  is	  a	  valuable	  experience	  to	  spend	  
time	  on	  Capitol	  Hill	  lobbying	  your	  legislators.	  	  When	  you	  enter	  the	  
halls	  of	  the	  Congressional/Senate	  offices,	  you	  leave	  behind	  the	  
angst,	  rancor	  and	  bickering	  you	  see	  in	  the	  media	  and	  portrayed	  on	  
the	  floors	  of	  the	  US	  House	  and	  Senate.	  Here	  it	  is	  peaceful	  and	  
inviting.	  The	  office	  personnel	  are	  engaging	  and	  helpful.	  	  And	  if	  you	  
have	  done	  your	  homework	  and	  made	  an	  appointment,	  you	  get	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  meet	  directly	  with	  your	  Congressman	  or	  with	  their	  
staff	  representatives.	  	  	  

Ultimately,	  you	  realize	  that	  this	  is	  the	  opportunity	  for	  actual	  civil	  
discourse.	  	  Though	  your	  issue	  may	  not	  be	  received	  positively,	  you	  
will	  be	  heard	  and	  it	  is	  your	  RIGHT	  to	  be	  heard.	  After	  all,	  our	  
legislators	  are	  elected	  public	  servants.	  Think	  about	  it.	  If	  we	  all	  
continue	  to	  raise	  our	  voices	  in	  civil	  discourse,	  our	  country	  and	  
the	  world	  could	  perhaps	  change.	  What	  do	  you	  think?	  	  I	  had	  the	  
opportunity	  to	  meet	  with	  U.S.	  Representative	  David	  Young	  and	  
Senator	  Charles	  Grassley	  on	  the	  Hill	  in	  June	  for	  the	  LWVUS	  Lobby	  Day	  and	  recommend	  that	  you,	  too,	  
consider	  lobbying	  for	  your	  cause.

Congressman David Young with Dr. 
Deborah Ann Turner in his D.C. office.

Campaign for Making Democracy Work® 
by Terese Grant, Grinnell LWV Delegate 

At the Convention in Washington D.C. the League 
adopted the proposed LWVUS action plan program 
for the 2016-18: Campaign for Making Democracy 
Work®.  The goals for the future are built on the 
following core mission of the League on behalf of 
voters: 

 1.) Grow the vote by registering voters and 
preparing them for this process. 
 2.) Protect the vote by working with local 
election officials and continue to fight   
voter suppression. 
 3.) Empower voters with information with 
our voters’ guides, VOTE411.org, and   
candidate forums and debates. 

In support of these three major goals, there are 
programs being developed to contact voters directly 

and encourage them to vote.  In addition, the League 
will continue its work on a number of other 
important fronts. The League will continue its fight 
to get money out of politics. It will partner with 
numerous organizations to promote women’s roles 
in democracy and the rights of women and girls.  
And, finally, there is an immense effort to address 
the greatest threats to our environment by focusing 
on the EPA’s Clean Power Plan. 

“The League’s strength is its belief in the power of 
women to create a more perfect democracy.”   In 
order for this campaign to be successful, the 
Leagues in Iowa and throughout the country will 
need to be more focused, targeted and strategic. 
Working together at the local and state level, it will 
be our collective mission to continue Making 
Democracy Work®. 
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Chief Executive Officer’s Address 
by Devita Harden, Ames and Story County LWV Delegate 

Over 600 LWV delegates and attendees rose to their 
feet to give Wylecia Wiggs Harris, League Women 
Voters’ CEO, a standing ovation following her 
insightful and inspirational address. Not only could 
applause be heard, but also enthusiastic shouts of 
affirmation such as yes, we are with you, and let’s 
go!  
  
Wylecia was specific in laying out plans for the 
“change journey” League will embark upon to 
remain relevant in the twenty-first century while 
retaining the “core essence” of the League and 
“maintaining the spirit of who we are.” She stated 
that if the League is to continue to be successful 
and grow then there must a concentrated effort to 
diversify membership, reach the ever-changing 
voting electorate, and to engage funders (donors). 

She reminded delegates that when it comes to 
election issues the voice of the League remains 
trustworthy, However, in order to retain that status 
among a new generation of voters the LWV “must 
evolve and redefine our future.” She also stressed 
the importance of acknowledging that the new 
generation of members may not align with the 
League in ways as does the current membership, 
thus there is a need to be open to “creating new 
engagement paths.” 

While delegates heard about the need to reinvent, 
redefine, and re-brand during the change journey, 
Wylecia made it perfectly clear that there is one 
thing will not change. For 96 years the LWV has 
been committed to Making Democracy Work for all 
voters and that tradition continues into the future. 

Don’t Stop Believin'! 
LWVUS is Moving Forward into Our 2nd Century 
by Dr. Deborah Ann Turner, newly elected LWVUS Board Member  

I	  am	  reeling	  and	  a	  bit	  in	  shell	  shock	  on	  my	  good	  fortune	  of	  being	  elected	  to	  the	  LWVUS	  Board.	  	  It	  is	  
an	  honor,	  and	  I	  am	  humbled	  be	  working	  with	  an	  amazing	  group	  of	  accomplished	  and	  dedicated	  
people.	  I	  take	  the	  position	  seriously	  and	  intend	  to	  work	  diligently	  for	  the	  League	  and	  its	  mission.	  
My	  personal	  platform	  is	  education:	  	  

• of	  the	  public	  as	  to	  who	  we	  are	  and	  what	  we	  do,	  and	  
• of	  the	  local	  leagues	  as	  to	  what	  National	  has	  to	  offer	  them	  and	  how	  we	  can	  work	  

collaboratively	  to	  accomplish	  mutual	  goals	  

This	  leads	  to	  my	  second	  goal	  of	  bringing	  all	  levels	  
of	  the	  League	  into	  more	  efficient	  communication	  
and	  beneficial	  collaborations.	  	  I	  have	  been	  
assigned	  to	  the	  advocacy/education	  committee	  
and	  to	  the	  finance	  committee.	  	  These	  
appointments	  will	  place	  me	  in	  a	  position	  to	  
advocate	  for	  my	  goals.	  	  Finally,	  the	  League	  is	  on	  
the	  cusp	  of	  moving	  into	  its	  second	  century	  with	  
many	  changes	  ahead	  –	  some	  will	  be	  difficult,	  but	  
with	  hard	  work	  all	  will	  be	  for	  the	  best.	  	  I	  am	  
excited	  to	  be	  a	  part	  of	  the	  future	  of	  the	  
organization	  that	  I	  consider	  to	  be	  my	  endorphin	  –	  
the	  League	  of	  Women	  Voters.	  	  

Dr. Deborah Ann Turner (green jacket) applauds 
the work of past president Elisabeth MacNamara 
as new LWVUS president Chris Carson 
(turquoise jacket) takes the gavel at the podium.



      Summer 2016 Volume #79 Page  �    7

On Friday, Convention delegates voted to adopt through concurrence the Colorado position on Behavioral Health 
Care. The position states,  

“Every U.S. resident should have access to affordable, quality in- and out-patient behavioral health care, including needed 
medications and supportive services that is integrated with, and achieves parity with, physical health care.”

The adoption of the position was surprising to those Coloradans who were organizing for adoption as it was not 
supposed to come up for a vote until Saturday.  Nonetheless, the Friday evening caucus went forward with 
several poignant speakers, including Mary Giliberti, Exec Dir, NAMI.  Some key points:
•Behavioral health is the nationally accepted term that includes both mental illness and substance use disorder.
•Early and affordable behavioral health diagnosis and treatment for children and youth includes family-focused 
treatment that is community based.
•People released from both behavioral health hospitalization and the criminal justice system need effective re-
entry planning and behavioral health follow-up.

Behavioral Health Concurrence Position 
by Karen Person, Metropolitan Des Moines LWV Delegate 

Amendment to Conform to ByLaws Adopted 
at Convention 2016 
Memorandum from LWVUS to all state and local Leagues 

During the 2016 LWVUS National Convention, delegates approved amendments to Article III, Section 2 of the 
bylaws pertaining to Types of Membership. Requirements around voting membership in League were changed. 
Voting membership is now open to non-citizens and to individuals 16 years of age or older. As League 
policy requires “consistency” in the first three articles of the bylaws of all Leagues, this memorandum explains how 
state and local Leagues and ILOs should amend their own bylaws to reflect those of LWVUS.

Each League board should review and approve the language. Because this is a conforming amendment, it is 
not necessary to bring this issue to all members.  Please note that Leagues cannot specify something different than 
the amendment approved at the LWVUS National Convention.

The previous language read:
Article III, Section 2. Types of Membership. 
A. Voting Members. Citizens at least 18 years of age who join the League shall be voting members of local Leagues, 
state Leagues and of the LWVUS; (1) individuals who live within an area of a local League may join that League or 
any other local League; (2) those who reside outside the area of any local League may join a local League or shall be 
state members-at-large; (3) those who have been members of the League for 50 years or more shall be life members 
excused from the payment of dues.

B. Associate Members. All others who join the League shall be associate members.

The new language as approved at the LWVUS National Convention reads:
Article III, Section 2. Types of Membership. 
A.Voting Members. Persons at least 16 years of age who join the League shall be voting members of local Leagues, 
state Leagues, and of the LWVUS; (1) those who live within an area of a local League may join that League or any 
other local League; (2) those who reside outside the area of any local League may join a local League or shall be state 
members-at-large; (3) those who have been members of the League for 50 years or more shall be life members 
excused from the payment of dues.

B. Associate Members. All others who join the League shall be associate members.

For further information on the proposed amendments and rationale for their proposal, please see the Convention 
Workbook and Program.  And for more information about the actions taken at Convention, please see the Report 
of Convention Action. Click HERE for links to Report of Convention Action for each day of Convention.

http://forum.lwv.org/category/member-resources/council-and-convention/convention-2016
http://forum.lwv.org/category/member-resources/council-and-convention/convention-2016
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LWVUS Position on Money in Politics 
The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the methods of financing political campaigns 
should: 

• Enhance political equality for all citizens; 
• Ensure maximum participation by citizens in the political process; 
• Protect representative democracy from being distorted by big spending in election campaigns; 
• Provide voters sufficient information about candidates and campaign issues to make informed choices; 
• Ensure transparency and the public’s right to know who is using money to influence elections; 
• Enable candidates to compete equitably for public office;  
• Ensure that candidates have sufficient funds to communicate their messages to the public; and 
• Combat corruption and undue influence in government. 

The League believes that political corruption includes the following: 
• A candidate or officeholder agrees to vote or work in favor of a donor’s interests in exchange for a 

campaign contribution;   
• An officeholder or staff gives greater access to donors;  
• An officeholder votes or works to support policies that reflect the preferences of individuals or 

organizations in order to attract contributions from them;  
• A candidate or office holder seeks political contributions implying that there will be retribution unless a 

donation is given; and  
• The results of the political process consistently favor the interests of significant campaign contributors. 

In order to achieve the goals for campaign finance regulation, the League supports:  
• Public financing of elections, either voluntary or mandatory, in which candidates must abide by 

reasonable spending limits;  
• Enhanced enforcement of campaign finance laws that includes changes to ensure that regulatory 

agencies are properly funded, staffed, and structured to avoid partisan deadlock in the decision-making 
process;  

• Abolishing Super PACs and abolishing spending coordinated or directed by candidates (other than a 
candidate’s own campaign committee); and  

• Restrictions on direct donations and bundling by lobbyists, which may include monetary limits as well as 
other regulations. 

Until full public financing of elections is enacted, limits on election spending are needed in order to meet the 
League’s goals for protecting democratic processes. Among the different entities that spend money to influence 
elections, the League supports the following comparative limits:  

• Higher spending limits for political parties, genuinely non-partisan voter registration and get-out-the-
vote organizations and activities, and candidates spending money raised from contributors; 

• Mid-level spending limits for individual citizens (including wealthy individuals), Political Action 
Committees (with funds contributed by individuals associated with the sponsoring organization, such as 
employees, stockholders, members and volunteers), and candidates spending their own money; 

• Lower spending limits for trade associations, labor unions and non-profit organizations from their 
general treasury funds;  

• Severely restricted spending by for-profit organizations spending from their corporate treasury funds; 
and  

• No limits on spending by bona fide newspapers, television, and other media, including the Internet, 
except to address partisan abuse or use of the media to evade campaign finance regulations. 

AS ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL BOARD APRIL 2016
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LWVUS Position on Constitutional Conventions 
Under Article V of the Constitution 
The League is concerned that there are many unresolved questions about the powers and processes of an Article 
V Constitutional Convention. The League believes such a convention should be called only if the following 
conditions are in place:  

a) The Constitutional Convention must be transparent and not conducted in secret. The public has a right to 
know what is being debated and voted on;  
b) Representation at the Constitutional Convention must be based on population rather than one state, one 
vote, and delegates should be elected rather than appointed. The delegates represent citizens, should be 
elected by them, and must be distributed by U.S. population;  
c) Voting at the Constitutional Convention must be by delegate, not by state. Delegates from one state can 
have varying views and should be able to express them by individual votes;  
d) The Constitutional Convention must be limited to a specific topic. It is important to guard against a 
“runaway convention” which considers multiple issues or topics that were not initiated by the states;  
e) Only state resolutions on a single topic count when determining if a Constitutional Convention should be 
called. Counting state requests by topic ensures that there is sufficient interest in a particular subject to call a 
Convention and enhances citizen interest and participation in the process; and  
f) The validity of state calls for an Article V Constitutional Convention must be determined by the most 
recent action of the state. If a state has enacted a rescission of its call, that rescission must be respected by 
Congress. 

AS ADOPTED BY THE NATIONAL BOARD JANUARY 2016 

ID needed to register to vote 
by Myrna Loehrlein, Linn County LWV, Presenter on Voter Registration at LWVIA Council 2016 

What do you use to register a voter who does not have an Iowa driver’s license, a DOT nonoperator’s ID, or a 
social security number as requested on the voter registration form? This is a hard question. Several county 
auditors I consulted did not know. I went to the Secretary of State’s office (I happened to be in the Capitol for 
Lobby Day), and at first they had to think. Then the SOS office found it. 

Iowa Code, Voter Registration, Section 48A.14, subsection 8: 
“A registrant who does not have an Iowa driver’s license number, an Iowa nonoperator’s identification 
number, or a social security number and who notifies the registrar of such shall be assigned a unique 
identifying number that shall serve to identify the registrant for voter registration purposes.” 

Remember: 
1. Use your driver’s license number or DOT nonoperator’s ID or last four digits of your social security 

number if you have any of those –this makes things a lot easier. 
2. Let your auditor know if you don’t have any of those three items.You may have to remind your 

auditor of this provision. Since it is used so seldom, some of them may not have it in mind. 
3. Do not wait until election day to register.  This special circumstance requires additional work by the 

Elections Office, and they may not be able to complete it in time to allow your vote to count in that 
election. 

Iowa does NOT require a particular Voter ID.  We want every eligible voter to vote.  Here is the option for all 
those special cases where a more common approach just won’t work. 
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Local League Boards: As you plan for 
2016-17, consider an educational 

program on TIF: 
Tax Increment Financing 

The LWVIA TIF Study Committee is hard at work. 
Click HERE for further information 

Griffin v. Pate Decision:  
A Disappointment 
by Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Past President 

In December of 2015, LVWIA filed an Amicus Brief with 
the Iowa Supreme Court written by the Brennan Center for 
Justice (NYU Law School) on behalf of Kelli Jo Griffin.  
We believed that Kelli Jo had paid her debt to society, done 
her time, and that she should have her right to vote restored.  
The case rested on the definition of “infamous crimes.” In 
the July 1 ruling, the Ia. Supreme Court decision was that 
all felonies are infamous crimes, but it did leave the door 
open.  “It will be up to our future democracy to give the 
necessary voice to the issue and engage in the debate that 
advances democracy,” wrote Chief Justice Mark Cady.   

LWVIA is disappointed with the decision. We will continue 
to work toward a day when Kelli Jo, and the thousands of 
other felons who are living and working in our Iowa 
communities while disenfranchised, will have the right to 
vote restored automatically after completion of parole. More  
information will come from LWVIA on this issue.  Stay 
tuned.

 Save the Date: 
October 8, 2016 

LWVIA Issues Briefing

 Good News! 
No Dues Increase 
for LWVUS PMP 

League of Women Voters of Iowa - lwvia.org 
Karen Person, Administrative Assistant 
4345 Grand Avenue, Unit 1 
Des Moines, IA 50312 

http://www.lwvia.org/#!untitled/c7sa
http://www.lwvia.org/#!untitled/c7sa

