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Iowa Delegation for 2012 LWVUS Convention
The League of Women Voters of Iowa was represented by 12 delegates at the 
LWVUS 50th Biennial National Convention, June 8-12, in Washington D.C.

Attending from Iowa were: Ames League: Jeannette Bohenkamp, Linda Murken; 
Black Hawk/Bremer: Jo Ann Finkenbinder; Jasper County: Jane Odland, Ruth 
Campbell; Johnson County: Gaylen Wobeter, Katherine Valde; Cedar Rapids/
Marion (soon to be Linn County LWV): Kathleen McNamera; Metro Des Moines: 
Karen Person; and Sioux City: Theresa Weaver-Bayse.  Representing the State 
Board were President Bonnie Pitz and Vice-President Deborah Turner.

While in Washington, our voting delegates, attended workshops and caucuses, 
discussed many of the critical issues facing democracy this election year.  We 
met fellow leaguers from around the country and shared stories and tips to make 
the League even stronger. We had meetings that started at 7:30 AM and our day 
lasted until 10:30 PM. The Leagueʼs Power the Vote 2012 Initiative was 
highlighted throughout as delegates celebrated recent successes in protecting 
voting rights and secret money in elections.  Building on this theme, U.S. 
Attorney General Eric Holder addressed the convention discussing his latest 
efforts to protect voting rights.

One of the highlights of our experience was the adoption by concurrence of the 
DC Position on Sentencing.  Our own Jo Ann Finkenbinder and Karen Person 
worked very hard on this issue.  It was supported strongly by the Convention 
after Linda Murken gave her input on the convention floor of the issue based on 
her 37 years in the field of corrections.

Delegates re-elected Elisabeth MacNamara of Georgia as National President 
and elected a new Board of Directors, passed the Leagueʼs budget, and voted on 
the organizationʼs agenda for the next two years, placing a special emphasis on 
working to fight the flood of secret money in politics.  We were very impressed 
with Elisabeth MacNamara. She handled all the League business with humor 
and skill.  On Monday, she took time between the plenary and banquet to appear 
on MSNBC to comment on voter suppression tactics in Florida. 

We enjoyed the Capital Steps and the documentary movie “Patriocracy”.  Check 
out the, “Take Control, Vote” public service announcement for Vote 411.org:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFvT1BQb-fs

The Womanʼs Suffrage video, “Caught in a Bad Romance,” which was 
choreographed to a Lady Gaga song was outstanding.  You will want to check 
this out for sure: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYQhRCs9IHM  

The DC Convention was all so exciting and energizing that all of us in the Iowa 
delegation were ready to sign up for the next LWVUS Convention in Dallas in 
2014!  

 Bonnie 
! Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA President

• LWVUS Convention
• Presidentʼs Overview
• ByLaws Change
• Film: Patriocracy
• Campaign Finance 
• flackchecking.org
• Eric Holder Address
• Sentecing Position
• Public Education Study
• MLD Training in Wʼloo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFvT1BQb-fs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFvT1BQb-fs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYQhRCs9IHM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYQhRCs9IHM


LWVUS Bylaw Amendment  Change
by Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA President

The League of Women Voters US Board strongly felt 
there was a need for an inclusive and representative 
body at convention.  The 100 member threshold was 
adopted over six decades ago.  Given changes in 
membership and size of Leagues, one way to help 
increase participation in Convention was to reduce 
significantly the longstanding local league thresholds 
for delegate representation and to reduce the 
member-at-large thresholds as well.

As a result the following change was adopted: each 
local league shall be entitled to at least one delegate; 
when each local league  membership reaches 50 
voting members, the local league will be entitled to 
one additional delegate; thereafter one additional 
delegate shall be authorized for each additional 50 
voting members.  Three delegates can be chosen by 
the State Board to attend.  The member-at-large 
membership is also entitled to a delegate for each 50 
voting members-at-large.

With this change Iowa will potentially be able to send 
three additional voting delegates to Dallas for the 
LWVUS Convention in 2014. Patriocarcy

A Documentary
Produced and Directed by Brian Malone

56 minutes

http://www.patriocracymovie.com/

Americans are polarized and angry.  In the 
crossfire, the loudest voices drown out reason 
and facts with fear and anxiety.  Patriocracy 
explores the extreme polarization in America 
that cripples the county from tackling its most 
serious problems.  This documentary includes 
comments from Bob Schieffer, Alan Simpson, 
Pat Buchanan, Sen Kent Conrad, Eleanor 
Clift, Ken Rudin, Sen. Mark Warner, etc.  The 
film also points the value of LWVUS Vote411!

to obtain a copy of the dvd Patriocracy, 
contact Karen Person
kp19203@yahoo.com or call
(515) 255-8304

Above: LWVIA President Bonnie Pitz from Newton 
speaks as the representative of Iowa before the 
LWVUS Convention at the roll call of the states. 

Your League can screen this film 
in your community for $5 / 

person

http://www.patriocracymovie.com
http://www.patriocracymovie.com
mailto:kp19203@yahoo.com
mailto:kp19203@yahoo.com


CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM AND 
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES
By Ruth Campbell, Jasper County LWV

The National Board of the League of Women 
Voters announced a Statement of Position on 
Campaign Finance in January, 1974.  It was 
revised in March, 1982 and reads as follows:  The 
League of Women Voters of the United States 
believes that the methods of financing political 
campaigns should ensure the publicʼs right to 
know, combat corruption and undue influence, 
enable candidates to compete more equitably for 
public office and allow maximum citizen 
participation in the political process.

Year in and year out since 1974, the League has 
fought for comprehensive campaign finance reform 
at national and state levels.  However, the political 
landscape changed dramatically in 2010, when the 
supreme court ruled that money is speech and 
corporations are people in the case of Citizens 
United v. FEC.

Delegates to the 2012 National Convention had 
many opportunities to hear about campaign finance 
reform and individual liberties in plenary sessions, 
caucuses, and impromptu discussions.  Kathleen 
Hall Jamieson, Director of the Annenberg Public 
Policy Center, University of Pennsylvania and 
author of UNSPUN stated that broadcast stations 
and editorial boards have the right to refuse to 
show inaccurate and deceptive ads.  She 

encouraged delegates to get involved in the 
“Stations: Stand by Your Ad” campaign.  A panel 
consisting of Eleanor Clift, Newsweek Reporter and 
McLaughlin Group Panelist; Mickey Edwards, 
Director of the Aspen Institute- Rodel Fellowships 
in Public Leadership and former congressman (R-
OK); and Trevor Potter, President and General 
Counsel of the Campaign Legal Center and former 
chair of the Federal Election Commission 
addressed fallacies of the Citizens United decision 
and proposed ideas for citizens to unite by 
pressuring congress for disclosure, making sure 
rules are followed, and working at the state level to 
ensure that shareholders are informed of corporate 
expenditures.

Delegates witnessed democracy in action when 
local leagues from Massachusetts and California 
met with the newly appointed League Campaign 
Finance Task force of nine League members from 
around the country and drafted the following motion 
that was approved:  We, the representatives of 
local and state Leagues assembled at the 2012 
LWVUS Convention, call upon the LWVUS board to 
advocate strongly for all appropriate, duly 
considered measures which may include, but are 
not limited to, a constitutional amendment and 
which:  are consistent with our current positions on 
campaign finance reform and individual liberties; 
allow Congress and the States to set reasonable 
regulations on campaign contributions and 
expenditures; and ensure that elections are 
determined by the voters.

flackchecking.org
by Linda Murken,based on Convention presentation by Kathleen Hall Jamieson, Director of the Annenberg Public Policy Institute

LITTLE-KNOWN AND OFTEN-DENIED FACT:  Broadcast stations have the right to refuse third party 
political ads and to insist on the accuracy of those they choose to air.  

ACTION:  You can sign up for FlackCheck.org and will receive a weekly email on recent deceptive ads.  
You can also have an email sent to media in your name when they run a deceptive ad.  A Political 
Literacy Guide on their website helps to identify patterns of deception – shows footage of visual 
deceptions and categorizes them.

THOUGHT:  People care about what you think of them – station managers are people too.  They can 
be influenced.  Stations make the highest possible money from the third party ads, because they can 
charge their highest rate (not so for actual campaigns).

ACTION:  Talk with your newspapers – ask them to do an editorial on deceptive ads. The Cronkite-
Jackson award has two new categories for fact-checking.  You could nominate your local station.  Email 
address to do so is on the flackchecking.org website.



LWVUS Two Year Budget and Raising 
the PMP Amount to $31.00
By Gaylen Wobeter, Johnston County LWV

LWVUS budget committee proposed a one dollar 
increase of PMP for the two year budget.  Several 
Connecticut Leagues opposed it, stating that the 
National fees were taking almost all of the local 
dues they collected.  They were having trouble 
getting new members and keeping current 
members because of the cost of League dues.  
The Connecticut Leagues presented the argument 
that many organizations and businesses have had 
to cut expenses in this difficult economic climate, 
and that the national organization of the League 
should do the same.  

The following information is taken from the 
proposed budget in the convention workbook: 
“Although PMP represents only a quarter of the 
LWVUS/EF revenue projections, it is critically 
important as the ʻseed moneyʼ that enables the 
staff to raise the other 75 percent of the budget and 
to support state and local League activities.”  

There are currently approximately 50,000 members 
of the National League.  We are loosing members 
fast, usually because of aging and death.  THIS IS 
CRITICAL TO THE FUTURE OF THE LEAGUE.  
One of the main parts in the proposed budget was 
expenditure on several technology fronts as the 
vital way to attract new members and support.  “A 
new Online Technical Support position is proposed 
to help Leagues take advantage of the new 
member micro site and website advancements. . . 
Planning and implementation of a new constituent 
database to replace the current member-donor 
data base will require significant amounts of time 
and money.”

The bottom line was that the $1.00 increase was 
needed to offset the effects of inflation and the 
continued decrease in the number of members.  
The budget vote came on Tuesday, the last day of 
the convention.  Many people spoke on both sides 
of the issue, pro and con.  I believe the proposed 
budget passed with a wide margin because 
delegates could experience all that the national 
organization was doing to keep the League 
programs and initiatives alive.  The one dollar 
increase in dues to help League membership 
seemed not only justified but important.

Attorney General Eric Holder 
Address to the Convention
by Linda Murken, Ames LWV

On Monday, June 11, Attorney General Eric Holder 
addressed the LWVUS Convention. He praised the 
League for its “dedicated, tireless contributions in 
protecting the most fundamental, and most 
powerful, right of American citizenship: the right to 
vote.”  He specifically mentioned the High School 
Voter Registration Manual and Vote411.org as 
initiatives that contributed towards this objective.  
He discussed the Leagueʼs key role in advocating 
for passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act and 
related it to the Leagueʼs victory in Florida after 
challenging that stateʼs new voter registration 
statute.
 
He discussed the Civil Rights Divisionʼs efforts to 
ensure integrity, independence, and transparency 
in enforcement of the Voting Rights Act.  Actions he 
cited were their denial of administrative pre-
clearance to recent state-level voter identification 
law and actively litigating voter ID laws passed in 
Texas and South Carolina that would have 
disproportionately and adversely affect the rights of 
minority voters.  He stated that it is an “undeniable 
fact that voter ID laws can burden some citizensʼ 
right to vote.”  He then attributed those words as a 
direct quote from his immediate predecessor – 
former Attorney General Michael Mukasey, after 
the Supreme Courtʼs decision in the Indiana voter 
ID case. He stated,”And it is important for the 
Department to do its part to guard against that 
possibility. We will not hesitate to use the tools 
available to us – including the Voting Rights Act – if 
these laws, important though they may be, are 
used improperly to deny the right to vote."   
 
Holder called upon the League to “ keep up – and 
expand – your critical work.   Continue to speak 
out; to raise awareness about whatʼs at stake; to 
call on all political parties and leaders to resist the 
temptation to suppress certain votes in the hope of 
attaining electoral success – and challenge and 
encourage them, instead, to work to achieve 
success by appealing to more voters.   Keep urging 
policymakers at every level to reevaluate our 
election systems – and to reform them in ways that 
encourage, not limit, participation.   And, above all, 
keep seeking out and seizing opportunities to build 
upon the remarkable, transformative progress that 
the League of Women Voters has helped to make 
possible.”



John Zogbyʼs Speech
By Gaylen Wobeter, Johnston County LWV

John Zogby provided an informative, interesting, 
and entertaining address at the banquet on 
Monday evening.  Mr. Zogby did not speak from 
any notes, but was thoroughly familiar with his 
subject and information.

Zogby informed the audience on what his latest poll 
numbers show in terms of the 2012 Presidential 
election.  If the election were held today between 
President Obama and Mitt Romney, it would be a 
tie.  To further extrapolate the information, Zogby 
said that Obama had carried the 2008 election with 
a huge majority of Black, Hispanic, and young 
voters.  His polls show that Obama will still 
decidedly win the Black and Hispanic vote, but if he 
doesnʼt win the youth vote by a large margin, he 
will probably not win the election.  Zogby said the 
problem is not that the youth will vote for Romney, 
but that many young people will simply not vote at 
all.  In 2008 the youth were “fired up” and that 
enthusiasm has turned to apathy.  So for Obama to 
win in November, he must get the young people 
enthused again to go to the polls and vote.
Mr. Zogby said if he were giving Mitt Romney 
campaign advice, he would tell him to use his wife, 
Ann, much more on the campaign trail.  She is 
authentic and has done a good job of raising five 
sons, and this speaks to voters.  Romneyʼs poll 
numbers show he will win a majority of white 
voters.  John Zogby expressed his knowledge and 
enthusiasm for the hard work that the League does 
to try to make democracy work.

League of Women Voters US 
Position on Privatization
by Jane Odland, Jasper County LWV

The League of Women Voters US Board approved athe 
following position on Privatization in June 2012, based on 
responses from 227 local and state Leagues:

When transfer of government services to the private sector 
is considered, the community impact and goals should first 
be identified. Transparency, accountability and preservation 
of the common good must be assured.

Privatization is not always appropriate. It is not appropriate 
when government services preserve the common good, 
protect national or local security, or meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable members of society. Services that are 
fundamental to a democratic society should not be entirely 
privatized. Examples of these include electoral processes, 
justice system, military, public safety and health, education 
& transportation, environmental protection or services to 
address basic human needs.

Before a public service, asset or function is privatized, there 
should be:
•Communication with stakeholders and the public 
•Identification of circumstances and what is to be gained 
from privatization 
•Definition of the quality, level and cost of service expected 
•Assessment of the private market and whether cost-
competitive providers exist 
•Analysis of costs and benefits including ongoing costs for 
administration and oversight 
•Open and competitive bidding and/or careful negotiation 
of the privatization contract with
•defined criteria 
•Provisions to return services or assets to the government 
if a contractor fails to perform 
•Objective selection of private entities whose goals and 
means align with public well-being 
•Oversight and performance monitoring to ensure 
compliance with laws, contract terms, ethical
•standards and public disclosure and comment 

Best practices for government regulation of the 
privatization process should include:
•Citizen input and oversight 
•Feasibility studies 
•Criteria for selection other than cost 
•Consideration for local bidders in the local economy 
•Ongoing government responsibility 
•Opportunities for innovation and collaboration and;
•Provision for employees displaced as a result of 
privatization

LWVIA Issues Briefing
Saturday

September 22, 2012
Drake Public Library, Grinnell

Mark Your schedule Book!

Spreading Sunshine
on legislation:



LWVUS Convention Delegates Adopt a 
National Sentencing Position
by Jo Ann Finkenbinder, Black Hawk-Bremer LWV

At the LWVUS convention in Atlanta two years ago, 
a committee was appointed to develop a study on 
sentencing. The committee of 3 met and decided to 
propose a position convention delegates could 
concur with rather than propose a national study.  
Under the guidance of the Sentencing Project, a 
national education 
and advocacy 
organization, they 
decided on 
proposing the 
following position 
from the District of 
Columbia:

  “The LWVUS 
believes alternative 
to imprisonment 
should be explored 
and utilized, taking 
into consideration 
the circumstances 
and nature of the 
crime.  The LWVUS 
opposes 
mandatory 
minimum 
sentences for drug 
offenses.”

A mandatory minimum sentence is a sentence 
imposed by the judge that requires the offender to 
serve a set number of years before the Dept. of 
Corrections and the Board of Parole can consider 
the offender for parole. 

Before the proposed position was brought before 
convention delegates, it was approved by the 
LWVUS board of directors. One of the criteria that 
was met is that if each state studied the issue they 
would arrive at the same conclusion. 
In Iowa, our justice positions include capital 
punishment, the alcohol and drug addicted 
offender, judicial selection, domestic abuse, and 
juvenile justice.  Additionally, the most current 
sentencing and corrections position was adopted in 
2005.  It is similar to the LWVUS position that was 
proposed only Iowa has a broader position 
covering more areas.  League members can lobby 

under our state positions to change state laws. By 
adopting a national position we can use it to lobby 
for both state and federal laws. 

There were over 700 delegates at convention, so 
getting a proposed position passed requires 
campaigning, passing out fliers, having caucuses 
to educate others about the position, and speaking 
on the convention floor. 

Iowa delegates Jeanette Bohenkamp, Linda 
Murken, Karen 
Person, and Jo 
Ann 
Finkenbinder
from, along with 
a few others 
from other 
states lobbied 
delegates for 
passage. As we 
spoke to 
delegates our 
impression was 
there was 

support for 
adoption and with 
little debate.  
Linda Murken, 
after speaking for 
the adoption at 
the microphone 
during plenary, 

called the question 
- it passed on a voice vote.    

We were absolutely delighted beyond belief! Now 
states without a position can lobby their state 
legislators to change mandatory minimum 
sentencing laws for drug offenses and we can all 
work to change the federal sentencing laws that do 
not serve the public good.  We can advocate using 
other alternatives to incarceration such as 
residential facilities, drug courts, probation and 
treatment that will ensure the public safety yet offer 
better prospects for reducing repeat offenses and 
will reduce the prison population.  

Iowa delegates Jo Ann Finkenbinder and 
Karen Person enjoy a meal out.  As co-chairs
of LWVIA Sentencing Committee, they 
worked for the 
adoption of the 
DC position on 
sentencing at 
the LWVUS 
Convention.

Next LWVUS Study:
Delegates voted to update the LWVUS 

position on agriculture, including study of 
genetically modified produce.



League of Women Voters US Position on 
the Federal Role in Public Education
by Jane Odland, Jasper County LWV

377 Leagues worked to reach consensus and the 
following position was approved in March 2012: 
The League of Women Voters believes that the 
federal government shares responsibility to provide 
a quality education for children from pre-K through 
grade 12.  Quality public education is a civil right and 
helps sustain democracy.  The League believes the 
role of the federal government should:

• Promote a quality education for all children;
• Use broad common standards developed 

by educational experts;
• Suggest curricular structure to guide state 

and local educators; 
• Provide a national assessment that shows  

how well individual students have mastered 
nationally established criteria and informs 
districts how their student populations 
compare to similar student populations; 

• Provide competitive grants & non-
competitive funding to state & local schools 
to achieve equity.

The League recognizes there are instances where 
federal involvement is the only way to achieve 
universal change (desegregation, special needs 
students, gender equity) but that primary 
responsibility for public education lies with states.
In accordance with the LWV position on Equal 
Rights, we support equity in public education for all 
via:

• Broad guidelines for accountability, leaving 
implementation to state & local agencies;

• Adequate funding sources that support the 
broad goals of national standards;

• Mechanisms for local & state funding with 
adequate federal support for mandates that 
require less burdensome reporting and 
regulations regarding compliance;

The League believes a basic role of the federal 
government in funding education should be to 
achieve equity among states and students on the 
basis of identified needs.  This should be done with 
the understanding that equity does not mean equal, 
some populations are more expensive to educate 
and some areas have specific needs.

The League believes the federal government should 
fund programs mandated by the federal 
government.  Although the League recognizes 
equity in education requires meeting basic human 
needs, the costs to provide safe neighborhoods and 
secure housing do not belong in the education 
budget.  Major programs of federal funding for public 
education (Elementary & Secondary Education Act) 
should be targeted toward children in poverty or with 
special needs.  The federal government should 
monitor and support access to:

• High quality teaching supported by quality 
learning materials and facilities and

• Health care (school-based health services) 
& nutritious food (free & reduced priced 
meals)

The League of Women Voters believes the first 5 
years are crucial for educational attainment and 
greatly affect success or failure in later life.  High 
quality, developmentally appropriate and voluntary 
early learning experiences should be available to all 
children.  Federal funding should go first to children 
in poverty or with special needs.  The federal 
government should support:

• Early childhood programs that include 
funding for parent education and 
provide child development, health, 
nutrition other supportive services 
such as mental health care for 
children and their families;
•Research that documents quality 
early childhood education 
programs and
•Research that demonstrates the 
importance of linking state and 
local community partnerships with 
early childhood education 
programs and services.

Delegates from the Iowa delegation to the LWVUS Convention met to  
discuss proposed positions and other convention business.                 



After the Fourth of July, the Fireworks 
Continued: MLD Training in Waterloo
by Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA President

The League of Women Voters of Iowa had an 
“sparkling experience” in Waterloo right after July 
4 celebrations.  Three National 
Trainers came to Waterloo: 
Sara Sanders from the LWVUS 
support team, Carol Reimers 
who has served on the 
National Board and Judy 
Golberg from Washington 
State, a Ruth Shur Fellow/
National Coach.

The National Coaches worked 
with our Iowa Coaches for 
Membership, Leadership, and 
Development Training.  MLD 
Training is successfully building League 
membership across the country.  Currently the 
membership and leadership growth program is 
being used in 32 states and DC with the goal of 
all 50 states by 2013.  

Our State Coaches are led by Tina Pace from 
Linn County LWV.  Tina was recruited by Past 
State League President, Myrna Loerlein.  Tina 
joined Jan Beran, Susan Cory and Sue 
Richardson in special training in Houston, Texas 
in April 2012.  The training continued Friday for 
more State Coaches of MLD with Mary Richards, 
Sherrie Taha, Pat Harper and Judi Barber.  
These State Coaches will be working with 
individual local Leagues to give guidance and 
expertise in the areas of membership and 
leadership.

On Saturday afternoon 11 of 12 Local League 
Representatives arrived with the State Board for 
the specialized training.  Ames League had Local 
League President, Linda Murken, and Marianne 
Chalstrom.  Black Hawk/Bremer had Local 
League President Michelle Temeyer with Jeri 
Thornsberry and Geri Perreault.  Grinnell was 
represented by Ann Stillman, Hamilton County 
had Logan and Tami Harrison.  Jasper County 

League president Jane Odland attended, along 
with Jasper County members Ruth Barnett and 
Linda Bryant.  The Johnson County delegation 
included former State President Pat Jensen as 
well as Barbara Haring and Carol Spaziani.  Linn 
County was represented by First Vice-President 
Mary Ann Nelson along with Kathleen McNamera 

and Janet Boddicker Rampulla.  Molly 
Shanks and Judith Dirks were 
representing Metro Des Moines with 
local League president Deborah Turner 
who is also LWVIA Vice President.  Bev 
VerSteegh, President of the Ottumwa 
League, attended along with Jean Dell.

LWVIA state officers participating in the 
training included:  President, Bonnie 
Pitz, Vice President, Deborah Turner, 
and Secretary Carol Cooper.  Four 
State Board Directors attended 

including, Mary Ann Bragg, Diane 
Bystrom, Fran Henderson, and Lauris Olson.

The materials used by the trainers was well 
received by the participants.  The activities and 
ideas were very usable and clearly explained. 
There were a great many tips about working with 
the media, collaborating with other local 
organizations and making the most of “visibility” 
opportunities.

Our 11 local leagues are ready to “show the 
fireworks” this coming year with the help of their 
MLD Coaches.  Coaching assignments include 
Jan Beran - Black Hawk/Bremer & Linn County;  
Judi Barber - Johnson County & Jasper County; 
Susan Cory - Hamilton County & Metro Des 
Moines; Sherrie Taha - Ames & Muscatine;  Mary 
Richards - Dubuque and Sioux City; and Pat 
Harper - Grinnell and Ottumwa.  Sioux City is 
planning to take part in a MLD training offered in 
Nebraska by National. 

Be sure to ask your League leadership what MLD 
means in your Local League.  We are looking 
forward to a year of growing membership!

LWVIA Voter Editor: Karen Person
kp19203@yahoo.com
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