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LWVIA Calendar of Coming Events 
February 14, 1-5 pm: 19th Amendment Kickoff Event, ISU Memorial Union
February 19: Virtual Lobby Day - Lobby from home
March 11, 9:30 am: LWVIA Capitol Day
March 14, 10 am: LWVIA Board of Directors meeting, Ames
April 7 & 8: “See Yourself Here” at Iowa Capitol, Des Moines
April 25, 10 am: LWVIA Board of Directors meeting, Iowa City/Coralville
June 6: LWVIA Council, Comm. Foundation of NE Iowa, Cedar Falls
June 25 - 28: LWVUS Convention, Washington, D. C.

LWVIA Joins Drake University to 
Commemorate 19th Amendment 
League of Women Voters of Iowa co-sponsored a reception at Drake 
University Law School on January 23 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
passage of the 19th Amendment. It was also highlighting a traveling 
exhibition from the American Bar Association celebrating 100 years of 
women’s constitutional right to vote, educating the public about the battle 
for women’s suffrage, and promoting laws that ensure women’s full and equal 
exercise of their right to vote. Pictured above at the event are Linda Meloy, 
LWVIA Board member; Roxanne Conlin, keynote speaker at the reception; 
Terese Grant, LWVIA President; and Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Board member.

The Voter

mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
http://lwvia.org
mailto:tag.lwvia@gmail.com
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President’s Message  
Iowa Proud! 
from Terese Grant, LWVIA President 

What a great time to be a League member!  

As we begin the year 2020, there is much to be proud of. The work of the 19th Amendment 
Centennial Committee is soon to begin with the kick-off event on February 14 followed by a 
wide variety of happenings all across the state. These events are a great time to celebrate, but 
also a time to remember all of the hard work and the many years of struggle by so many 
women that went into the passage of the 19th Amendment. Many of these women didn’t live 
long enough to vote themselves, but we carry on the work they started in making sure that everyone has that right. 
Our local Leagues spend many hours registering voters so that this fundamental right is available to every eligible 
voter. Our Criminal and Juvenile Justice Committee continues to work to restore voting eligibility to felons. We 
applaud all of those efforts!

In addition to registering voters, many local Leagues have stepped up this year and have played a role in educating 
their communities about the caucuses. They have hosted forums and discussed the history of the caucus system and 
explained how Iowa became first in the nation. They have held  “mock caucuses” and role-played what happens in 
the Republican and Democratic caucuses. This is a one of many ways that Leagues are helping to educate the public 
on how to participate in this fundamental democratic precess.  

Throughout the state, local Leagues met with their legislators before the 2020 legislative session to have discussions 
about League priorities as well as local issues. These private conversations were very positive and help to build a 
relationship with their state senators and representatives and to share opinions. As members and as local Leagues, 
there will be other opportunities to influence Legislators on important issues including a “virtual lobby day” on 
February 19 and our traditional “Capitol Day” on March 11. In addition, many Leagues will host legislative coffees 
and forums throughout the 2020 legislative session. Everyone is always encouraged to use emails and phone calls at 
all times. These are great opportunities for League members to influence their senators and representatives.  

It is important that all members of local Leagues in Iowa take an active role at the local and state level. We are a 
highly respected organization that we can all be proud of. We need to use our influence to help promote democracy 
and our stated issues in the coming months and beyond. We need to continue to ensure that all citizens are able to 
vote in the upcoming 2020 election, participate in the caucuses, pay attention to this year’s legislative session, and 
keep in contact with our Legislators. 

This is a time for all of us to take action. There is still much to do!

Yours in League,   
 Terese 

Local League members have been meeting 
with city and county officials to pass 
proclamations commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. In the 
photo, left to right, Waukee city council 
member Renee Hardman and Waukee 
Mayor Steve Gear pose with the City of 
Waukee Proclamation and Metro Des 
Moines League members Kathy Kahoun 
and Phyllis Franklin-Devine.
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Widespread Support for Iowa’s 19th 
Amendment Centennial Commemoration 
by Doris Kelley, Chair, Iowa’s 19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration Committee, and LWVIA Board 
Member 

Calendar year 2020 marks the 100-year anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment, which in 1920 
gave women the right to vote. The 19th Amendment 
Centennial Commemoration Committee, composed of 
28 people, has been working collaboratively since 2017.

The synergy created by 28 committee members 
working with an additional 28 
not-for-profit agencies and 
institutions has resulted in 
nearly 30 statewide projects 
and activities to occur in 
2020. And, the statewide 
endeavors would not be 
possible without the financial 
support of Iowa-based 
foundations, corporations and 
individuals.

Ten foundations sponsoring a 
multitude of 19th 
Amendment Centennial 
Commemoration projects 
include: Roy J. Carver 
Charitable Trust, The Gallagher Family Foundation, 
Dennis Groenenboom Charitable Fund, Fred and 
Charlotte Hubbell Family Foundation, G. David Hurd 
and Trudy Hurd Fund, The McIntyre Foundation, The 
Stanley Foundation, United Fire Group Foundation, 
Van Meter Donor Advised Fund and Connie Wimer 
Trust. Iowa-based companies supporting the 
commemoration include Amperage Marketing Ad 
Agency, Roxanne Conlin & Associates PC, CUNA 
Mutual Group, EMC Insurance Companies, QCR 
Holdings, Inc., Signs and Designs, Inc., SingleSpeed 
Brewing Company and Veridian Credit Union. Over 70 
philanthropists round out the supporters of Iowa’s 
19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration.

A summary of the endeavors, date of specific events 
and an Iowa map depicting where the multitude of 
projects are occurring are noted on the web page

 https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org. Activities 
will occur throughout 2020 in Iowa’s high schools, 
community colleges, private and public universities, art 
and history museums, public libraries, Iowa PBS and 
by the 28 not-for-profit agencies and institutions 
supporting the commemoration.

Two replicas of the original 
1913-1920 suffrage wagon, 
housed in the Smithsonian 
Museum, are available for 
parade and exhibit purposes 
with mid-February or later 
reservation requests made 
through a web page 
application form. Over a 
dozen people are listed on the 
web site as 19th Amendment-
related guest speakers for 
civic and social organizations 
to consider contacting.  
Several Iowa cities and 
counties have formally 

proclaimed 2020 as a tribute to 
the 19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration and 
are planning to display city banners in their 
communities.

The official kickoff event is planned for Feb. 14 at 
Iowa State University’s Memorial Union.  An original 
musical, The Suffragist, will be held on June 5, 6 and 7 
at U.N.I.’s Gallagher-Bluedorn Performing Arts 
Center. The Iowa Women’s Foundation will host the 
commemoration’s closing event on Oct. 9 at the 
Coralville Marriott and Convention Center. Further 
information regarding these three premier events are 
noted on the website as are ALL of Iowa’s 19th 
Amendment Centennial Commemoration projects.

Questions regarding activities related to Iowa’s 
upcoming 100-year anniversary of women’s right to 
vote may be directed to Kelley; #515-988-2344 or 
DJKelley@cfu.net.

https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org
https://19th-Amendment-Centennial.org
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Statewide Kickoff of the 
19th Amendment Centennial Commemoration 

Friday, Feb 14, 2020 
Memorial Union, Iowa State University, Ames 

All events are free and open to the public.  
RSVPs are not required, but they are appreciated. 

RSVP using this link:  
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5zOQXjwbrxWJWn3 

AGENDA: 

Lead Organizer(s): Dr. Karen M. Kedrowski, Director - Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women and 
Politics, Iowa State University and Kristen Corey, Program Planner, Office on the Status of Women - 
Iowa Department of Human Rights 

https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5zOQXjwbrxWJWn3
https://iastate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5zOQXjwbrxWJWn3
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Voting Rights has been a hot topic in Iowa for the last 
few months. In late November 2019, Governor 
Reynolds appointed FOCUS Committee on Criminal 
Justice Reform. Lt. Governor Adam Gregg was the 
chair of the working group that included advocates 
and state agency heads developing criminal justice 
reform proposals. Karen Person and I attended some 
of these sessions in Des Moines. 

The final FOCUS report, “Reducing Recidivism 
Through Successful Re-entry,” included 
recommendations in the areas of education, discharge 
and re-entry process, behavioral health treatment, re-
entering the workforce, fair chance hiring for public 
employees, and transportation. One of the final 
recommendations was that individuals completing 
their prison sentence have the Restoration of Voting 
Rights form completed with all necessary details 
except for their final signature at the time of discharge 
from incarceration.  

In early December, Myrna Loehrlein, chair of the 
CJJC, had a Zoom meeting and urged members to 
write letters-to-the-editor about felon voting. She also 
thought it would be useful to have local League 
presidents do the same and sent talking points out to 
the committee and to local League presidents. My 
letter-to-the-editor in the Cedar Rapids Gazette was 
published on December 12. Gary Sneller, a retired 
pastor and another CJJC member, had an Op-Ed 

published on January 4, also in the Gazette. Karen 
Person had a letter published on January 5 in the 
Sunday Des Moines Register. Additionally, a Cedar 
Rapids Gazette letter-to-the-editor was published on 
January 24 from LWVIA President Terese Grant.

On January 7, the CJJC was invited to a Zoom meeting 
with Mila Al-Ayoubi from Florida, who is with Voting 
Rights Lab, a national organization. They were 
instrumental in the work done in Florida to ensure 
voting rights for felons. This was a coalition meeting 
with Interfaith Alliance, ACLU, LULAC, NAACP, 
Americans for Prosperity, Iowa Catholic Conference, 
and others. The Voting Rights Lab had contracted 
with EMC RESEARCH to do polling of Iowa citizens. 
That research is being used to develop talking points 
for constituents of elected officials and overall 
message training. Messaging does matter!

The fall Voter included an article written by Loehrlein 
about contacting your state senator in regard to voting 
rights. Please continue to support felon voting 
eligibility as you work with your elected officials. 
HJR14, the bill to amend that Iowa Constitution and 
allow individuals with felony convictions to vote after 
they discharge their sentence, stalled last year in the 
Iowa Senate. As the 2020 legislative session becomes 
active, please contact your senator supporting HJR14 
so that together we can make restoration of voting 
rights eligibility a reality in Iowa.

Criminal & Juvenile Justice Committee: 
by Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Board Member and Liason to the CJJC 

Talking	Points:	Restoring	Voter	Eligibility	to	Persons	Who	Have	Completed	Their	Sentences	

It’s	the	right	thing	to	do	
•Iowans	believe	in	second	chances.	
•When	the	sentence	has	been	served,	the	punishment	should	end.	
•Voting	eligibility	is	earned	back	by	meeting	the	requirements	of	the	justice	system.	
•The	amendment	does	nothing	to	eliminate	victim	restitution	or	other	court	debts.	

	 	

Only	Iowa	permanently	bans	convicted	persons	from	voting	
•Only	Iowa	requires	individual	applications	to	the	governor	to	have	voting	eligibility	restored.	
•Our	system	is	broken,	but	there	is	a	solution.	
•The	proposed	constitutional	amendment	will	provide	that	solution.	
•Nearly	every	Iowa	voter	agrees	that	the	change	is	needed.	

Returning	voter	eligibility	results	in	less	crime	and	safer	communities	
•Studies	show	recidivism	(second	offenses)	are	reduced	by	up	to	1/3	or	more.	
•This	means	less	crime	in	our	communities.	

It	makes	economic	sense	
•Keeping	people	in	the	justice	system	is	expensive.	
•People	who	have	successfully	re-entered	their	communities	are	more	likely	to	have	employment																																			

stability	–	and	therefore,	use	fewer	public	services	and	pay	more	taxes.	
LWVIA	Criminal	and	Juvenile	Justice	Committee	–	Dec.	2019	
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See Yourself Here is a behind-the-scenes look at the governmental process, held each spring during the legislative 
session for women who think they might want to run for state-level office. This seminar was originated by the 
50-50 in 2020 organization several years ago, along with three other encouraging and informational events to 
promote women serving in government.

The League now has responsibility for the planning and execution of the one 
and one-half day seminar, being held this year on April 7 (afternoon and 
evening) and 8 (all day).

Registrants will meet with legislative leaders, nonpartisan legislative staff, 
Capitol press, lobbyists, and women legislators (current and former) during 
this opportunity for “demystification” of the legislative process. Registration is 
required along with a nominal fee for the Tuesday evening meal and the 
materials. You can register by clicking on this link:
https://eventbrite.com/e/see-yourself-here-tickets-92355406507

A See Yourself Here flyer with a registration button is in preparation and will 
soon be sent to all League members, as well as placed on our web and 
Facebook pages. The LWVIA Board asks that local Leagues promote the 
event to women in their area who may be interested in running for public 
office or who League members feel would be good candidates.

We aren’t at 50% in the Iowa Legislature yet, though moving in that 
direction. In the words of former LWVIA President Mary Rae Bragg of 
Dubuque, “And don’t let anyone tell you gender doesn’t matter. It doesn’t take 
a rocket scientist to figure out that issues inherently important to women are 
going to be given more attention when their voices are being heard in the 
assembly.  Or, as my favorite t-shirt says: ‘If you aren’t at the table, you’re on 
the menu!’”

‘SEE YOURSELF HERE’ on April 7 & 8 
by Linda Meloy. Nancy Halverson, and Bonnie Pitz, LWVIA Coordinators for See Yourself Here 

Melissa Gesing (left), Terese 
Grant (center), and Linda 
Meloy (right) greet 2019 See 
Yourself Here participants in the 
photo above. A dozen women 
in last year’s seminar had the 
experience of being a state 
legislator “demystified” as they 
interacted with legislators and 
other Capitol insiders.

https://eventbrite.com/e/see-yourself-here-tickets-92355406507
https://eventbrite.com/e/see-yourself-here-tickets-92355406507
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Successful Premier of Uncivil War 
by Terese Grant, LWVIA President 

On Thursday, January 30, about 50 people were present at the Flix Brewhouse in Des Moines to view the screening 
of the documentary, Uncivil War, U.S. Elections Under Siege. The League of Women Voters of Iowa and the 
Bertelsmann Foundation were co-hosts for this event. After a welcome by Terese Grant, president of the LWVIA, 
the audience was able to watch a film showing how gerrymandering, voter suppression and disinformation are 
undermining our  democracy. After the film, Tony Silbefeld, from the Bertelsmann Foundation, asked questions to 
the three panelists: Dr. Karen Kedrowski, director of the Carrie Chapman Catt Center for Women in Politics, 
Jason Clayworth, reporter from the Des Moines Register, and Katarina Sostarik reporter from Iowa Public Radio. 
These three had many insights and a wealth of information to share. It was a great evening and everyone left with 
a new understanding of the challenges that face us with the 2020 general election.  

Retiring Again! 
by Karen Person, Administrative Assistant 
I  don’t  seem  to  quite  get  retiring  done  right! 
There’s  always something more interesting to try, 
and that’s how I accidentally ended up taking a job 
as  the  Administrative  Assistant  for  League  of 
Women Voters of Iowa. The job was described as 
needing someone to send out mass communication 
to our membership, design and maintain a website, 
do  quarterly  newsletters,  and  keep  up  with  our 
roster  on  the  LWVUS  website.  Having  no 
experience in any of these skills, I took on the job 
knowing it could be done in my pajamas from my 
living room! 

Over the years  I’ve had quite the learning curve! 
Mistakes have been made! I want to thank all those 
who helped, supported and sometimes forgave me 
over the years. In March, I will once again retire. 
My  replacement  has  been  hired  and  I  leave 
knowing that League is in good hands!

MALs Grow League 
by Linda Meloy, LWVIA Treasurer 
Members-At-Large (MAL) membership is now 
available for to individuals who do not live near a 
local League - https://www.lwvia.org/get_involved

Jean Meyer is a new Member-at-Large, though she 
is not new to the League. Jean joined the Keokuk 
League in 1971 because she thought she could learn 
about her new community. And that she did, plus 
benefiting greatly from her League experiences. 
She eventually became president of that local 
League and then LWVIA president 1985-1989, 
working on voting rights and campaign finance 
reform during her term, among other issues. Jean 
indicated that a LWVIA president "needs a good 
Board to work with,” which she had in Pat Jensen 
(Iowa City), Mary Curran (Linn County), Joan 
Lucas (Pella), and others. Jean and her husband are 
now retired from accountants. Jean looks forward 
to attending some of the upcoming 19th 
Amendment Commemoration events in eastern 
Iowa.

https://www.lwvia.org/get_involved
https://www.lwvia.org/get_involved
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